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What hands can do

What

Middle finger
Ring finger

Ring finger
Index finger

Index finger

Index finger
Thumb

Nail

Nail

Back of hand

Back of hand

Wrist

Wrist

Left hand

Right hand

Author: KIM Seong Eun
She majored in the department of Education and now works planning and writing
picture books. Her books include: The Riddle Playing of the Magpie and Sodam,
The Troublemaker, Toto, The Monster Living at the Dentist, Let's Play with Sand,
and The Tiny Boat is Floating.
She likes to make knowledge picture books which make kids curious by asking
“why?”, and “what is it?” by looking at the world through a child’s eyes and
then help them satisfy their curiosity one by one. While writing this book, it came
to her mind that she has to value her hands as she realized her hands do so much
work for her.
Illustrator: LEE Ji Won
After she studied illustration, she illustrates for children's books.
She started illustrating while making the creative children’s story, What is in the
End of the Sky?.
Her books include: Go! Let's Save the Whale in the Green Team, Gershwin,
Rainbow Color and Brown, and Rather Difficult.
She tried to express the situations where hands have to be used interestingly.
She drew the pictures with two-dimensional technique by using acrylic to
describe hands simply, but clearly.
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Extend your thumb.
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Do both hands move well?
Ok then, shall we learn
how to use hands now?
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Using every day
Holding whatever it is
Pressing. Tap, tap
Scratching the itch
Measuring every angle

Using every day

You can tie your
shoelaces tightly
by putting the
shoelace through
the hole of the
shoes.

You can eat, wear, and wash every
day by using hands in various ways.

You can brush your teeth
with the toothbrush.

You can put a button
into the hole.

Right hand, left hand.

You can eat by
scooping steamed rice,
munch, munch.

You can comb your hair
evenly with a comb.

There are two hands, right
hand and left hand and each
hand has five fingers.
Though five fingers have
different names and sizes,
they combine their efforts to
do lots of work.
We call the person who often
uses the right hand “right
hander” and the person who
often uses the left hand “left
hander”.

Holding whatever it is

Put your fingers together!

If you put thumb and other fingers together,
you can hold or grab things easily.

Y o u c a n p u t t h e ke y
into the hole of lock
holding the key.

You can pick up a coin and
put it into the piggy bank.

The thumb is separate from
the other four fingers.
They can’t grip with each
other. But the thumb can
contact with the each of the
other four fingers, one by
one.

You can pull out the
tissue by holding
the tissue.

You can pick up garbage
and put it into the
trash can.
You can zip up by holding
the loop of zipper.

Pressing… tap, tap
You can operate many machines by pressing
the button with your finger.

You can press the switch
when you turn on and
off light.

You can press the button
on the remote control
when turning off
the television.

Some fingers are busier

You can press the number
pad when you use
the phone.

You can press the
shutter of the camera
when you take a picture.

When we press the button,
we usually use our index
fingers. But, due to the
mobile phone
and computer,
our thumbs
and the other
fingers are
very busy
too.

Scratching to
relieve the itch.

Ear is itchy, scratch it with
little finger, scratch, scratch.

There are thick nails at the end of fingers so
you can scratch when your body is itchy.

Head is itchy, scratch it
with five fingers,
scratch, scratch.

Head is itchy, scratch it with
five fingers, scratch, scratch.
Head is itchy, scratch it with
five fingers, scratch, scratch.

Why is the fingernail thick?
The fingernail protects the tip
of the finger. The reason that
the fingernail is thick
is that it is dead cells.
So you can’t feel pain
however many times
you cut fingernail.

Measuring
every angle

You can put your palm
on your forehead and
measure fever.

You can measure length by using your finger.
You can also measure temperature or weight
with your hands.

You can compare weights by
putting things on your hand.

Tiny nerves
There are lots of tiny nerves
at the tip of the fingers.
So when you touch things
with hands, you can feel if
they are soft, rough, thick,
uneven, hot or cold easily
without seeing them.

If you put your hand on
an icicle, you can feel
it is cold.

The length is ‘handspan’ when you spread
your thumb and other fingers.
You can measure the length by putting your
hand on things with hand span.

Playful hands

,

Expressive hands
Playing fun
Creating beauty
Conversing with hands
Indicating direction and numbers
Talking about mood

You can do cat’s-cradle
by hanging thread
between your fingers.

Playing fun
You can have fun playing only with hands,
without any toys.
You can make shadows
w i t h h a n d s by l i g h t i n g
hands with a
portable lamp.

You can do hand wrestling by
holding another’s hand and using
your thumb.
Don’t !

You know you shouldn’t
bully others with
your hands,
don’t you?

You can play puppet show
by drawing a picture
on your hand.

Creating beauty
You can draw a nice picture and play
beautiful music with your hands.

Y o u c a n c re a t e h a r m o n i o u s
music by conducting.
You can create a beautiful
sound by playing the musical
instrument.
You can create a new
shape out of clay.
You can draw a picture by
holding a brush.

Follow it like this!
You can share your
beautiful mind with
hands too.

Conversing with
hands
You can converse with hands without
speaking with your mouth.

Shhh!

Best!

Promise!

“Good”
Don’t !
Don’t say bad words with
your hands, such as “Do
you want to be hit?”, they
are ugly words!

Hi
Don’t

Tan Tan Kindergarten

Indicating direction
and numbers
You can use hands like arrows.
You can indicate direction by unfolding
your index finger. Also, you can show
numbers by unfolding as many fingers
as you want.

Don’t !

Go that way to the toilet.

Don’t point the finger at
other people as it is bad
manners to make others
feel bad!

Please sit here.

Ice cream

3 more please.

I’m 6 years old.

Talking about mood

Do it like this !
Yay, I’m excited!

When you sincerely hope, when you are
happy or sad, and when you are embarrassed
or scared, you can tell your mood with
your hands.

If someone is really sad
stroke his or her back
softly. It can offer much
consolation.

Ah, I’m so
embarrassed

H is s s
Eek

Sob, I’m sad.

Argh, I’m mad!

Maintain hands like this!

Wash your hands
clean often.

Start from the palm,
scrub, scrub.

Cut your fingernails
short and even.
Not too long or often!

Wash the back
of hand too,
scrub, scrub.

Wash the gaps
between fingers too,
scrub, scrub.

Wear mittens on a
cold day.
It would be better to wear warm
woolen mittens so your hands
are not frozen!

Wash the tips of
nails too,
scrub, scrub.

Above all, the best hands are warm hands
which hold others’ hands and share minds.

Did you read instructions for using hands well?
Is there really lots of work hands do?
The diligent hands which wash, eat and wear,
The convenient hands which use and make tools,
The exciting hands which play many fun things,
And the smart hands which express and indicate.

Guarantee for hands

Customer’s name:

Birth date: _____ year ______ month ______day

Warranty: strong and healthy hands

I guarantee that your hands are the best hands
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