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Author: SEO Bo Hyeon

She got a master degree of pedology in Yunsei University. After that, she 
worked publishing children's books. It has been about 10 years since she 
started writing books. She has a dream that she keeps writing books that 
make children have imagination like the books she read in her youth that 
made her forget even meal time. Her books include The Dream of Anchovy, 
Why Does Blood Come Out When We Fall Down? Mr.Parkrooge's Christmas, 
I'm the Longest.
After writing this book, she always uses water in basket while washing her 
face or clothes. That's because it comes to her mind that she wants to protect 
precious and useful water.

Illustrator: KIM Yeon Jeong

She majored in visual design in Seoul Art Collage. She participated in several 
exhibitions while working as a member of Korean Publishing Art association 
and a member of Korean illustrators association. Her books include The 
Light Goes Off, Rabbit's Family are Building their House, The Clock Going in 
Reverse, The Dwarf Prime Minister's Who's Wit Saved His Country. 
She received silver award in the picture book section of the 2000 Association 
of Fine Arts exhibition and got the Korean Education and Industry Grand 
prize for Great Letters: the Korean Book in 2007. In this book, she tried to 
describe things interestingly through computer graphics and hand work to 
make children understand recycling easily.
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What if other people throw away their trash carelessly too ?What if I throw away the empty drinking bottle carelessly ?



If everybody throws away the trash 

carelessly, the trash bin would be full 

and the street would be dirty. 

By the way, fortunately, the street 

cleaners clean the street and take the 

trash in the garbage truck.

The garbage truck goes away with the 

trash piled in there.

Then, does all the trash disappear?



Some trash goes to the landfill where the trash is buried.

In the landfill, after the trash is broken into small pieces, 

it is covered with the soil. If you bury the trash, we can't 

see it. But the trash is not gone.

After the trash buried in the ground is rotten completely, 

it is really gone.

By the way, it takes really long for the trash to be

 rotten. Even though it is rotten completely, the harmful 

gas and the dirty water take place.

Is there another way to do away with the trash?

It takes long for the trash to be rotten and disappear.
It takes paper 2-5 months; the paper with vinyl, like a milk carton, 5 years; 
an iron can, plastic bottle or glass bottle take more than 100 years



Because there is some trash which doesn't 

burn, even if burned, the black ash is left.

Also, when the trash is burned, there comes 

harmful gas and smoke.

Although the trash is burned, the trash never 

completely goes.

Some garbage trucks go to the incineration plant 
where the trash is burned to get rid of it.
In the incineration, the whole trash in burned 
altogether by hot fire.
But, the trash isn't completely gone in this way either.

The gas coming out when the 
trash is burned is made clean 
by using a machine.

T h e  a s h  l e f t  a f t e r  t h e 
trash burns is used when a 
pavement is constructed.



People think they throw away a little bit of trash.

But, if the trash that each individual throws away is gathered,

it is huge. If all the trash that is thrown away everyday in this 

way is gathered for one year, it will be piled up like a mountain.

So the trash is always left even though it is buried 

and burned everyday.

Isn't there the good way to get rid of the trash?

The trash a person throws away each day 
in Korea is 0.87kg. 
The weight of two soccer balls.



What if other people recycle the trash, too?What if I recycle the empty drinking bottles?



Instead of throwing away the drinking 
bottle in the trash can, if you gather the 
bottles and recycle, it doesn't need to 
be buried in the ground or be burned.
The drinking bottle can be used to make 
a pot or a chair.
When used things are made into new 
things like this it is called recycling.
If we do recycling, we can do away with 
a lot of trash.

5) They are dried.

4) The pieces of the plastic are washed.

7) Melted plastic is poured to 
the frame to reshape.

6) They are melted by 
hot heat

2) Only plastic 
b o t t l e s  a r e 
picked up.

1) The plastic bottles 
in the recycling bin go 
to the recycling plant.

3) They are broken into pieces.

8) It becomes new things 
like a plant or a chair.



You can recycle things made of glass, paper, 

metal, and plastic if you sort them before you 

throw them away.

If wastes are reused, glass is changed into the tiles 

to put on the wall, paper into egg cartons, aluminum 

back into cans and food waste into fertilizer!

1) The glass bottles are divided according to the color

2) They are 
broken into 

pieces

3) They are 
melted by 
hot fire

4) They are mixed with the clay, put into the 
frame and then made into the shape we want

Tile, marble, glass bottle

1) Water, 
chemicals, and 

paper are mixed

3) It is put in the frame to shape it

Egg cartoon, paper bag, 
toilet paper

4) Dry

1) Gather aluminum 
cans and make them flat

2) Shape them in 
a frame

Can, mobile phone, car

Food waste is mixed with the 
sawdust and is fermented.

The fertilizer it makes gives nutrients.

2) The ink
 is taken 

out



If you recycle, you can reduce waste, but 

recycling isn't easy.

To recycle used things, we need lots of 

energy and money.

Also, only about a half of garbage we 

throw away can be recycled.

Although we recycle, there is still lots of 

garbage left.

Isn't there better way to reduce garbage?

Some garbage such as the paper covered with plastic, the paint or oil can, cotton blanket, meat bone, 
a clamshell, and walnut shell is non recycled garbage.



Use the pencils and color pencils until 
they are completely worn.

Save and reuse the cover of the notebook 
and even the back of the calendar.

Take care of your desk, don't scratch it.

Put your name on your belongings 
and look after them.

Only tear the toilet 
paper as much as 
you need.

What if everybody saved things?What if I save and reuse things?



What if they share, change, reuse the things?

The garbage which is burned and buried 

is reduced a lot.

Have broken things 
fixed and keep 

using them.

Exchange things you are 
tired of and you no longer 

use for others.

Reuse the empty bottle 
as a vase.

Remake worn out clothes 
as a bag or pencil case.

Give away the clothes 
which longer fit you.



Buy things which can be recycled

Buy only 
what you need.

Buy things without packaging.

Use the grocery bag instead 
of the plastic bag.

There is an easier way to reduce 

garbage.

That's when we don't make garbage.

Use  l e ss  t h i ngs  and  don ' t  u se 

disposable things.



If the garbage is reduced, less harmful gas 

and the dirty water is made.

We can save the energy and the money used 

to get rid of the garbage.

The world will be cleaner than now.



Hehe, I'm so happy with 

just imagination !





We throw away 
garbage every day, 
such as the empty 

drinking bottle after we 
drink it all, the tissue after 

blowing our nose, 
and the old calendar…..

But, the garbage is hardly removed.
How can we reduce the garbage being 

piled up like a mountain?
Let's find out a way of reducing garbage 

while reading this book.


