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1 Ernest Miller Hemingway commenced his writing career as a journalist in

Kansas, but soon volunteered in the emergency services, and later in the

infantry in Italy during World War I. After the war, Hemingway began

working on his first collection of novels and short stories. These works tell

the tales of people suffering from personal, moral, or emotional defeat, and

vulnerability. These early characters fall into two general molds: people who

suffered a loss of moral faith due to the war and regard life with great

cynicism, and simple characters who fight in vain against huge odds. The

main themes of these early works, an archetype of which is The Sun Also

Rises (1926), are helplessness and disillusionment.

2 Hemingway belonged to what is known as the Lost Generation, a group of

American writers living in Paris during the 1920s and 1930s. He spent the

period from 1920 to 1928 in the French capital. In 1923 he visited Spain and

became interested in the national sport, bullfighting, which would be the

commence to start, begin helplessness weakness, a dependence on others

1. Who is the most famous American
writer?

2. Have you ever read a book about
bullfighting?

3. Do you know who Ernest Hemingway
was?

Pre-reading activity

Ernest Hemingway01
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theme of his famous Death in the Afternoon(1932). After Paris, Hemingway

moved back to his home country.

3 His later works treat very different themes from his earlier writing. In the

late 1930s, he manifests a great deal of social concern via his writing. The

openly political To Have and Have Not was published in 1937, the year in

which Hemingway returned to Spain as a newspaper correspondent for the

Spanish Civil War. His novels during this period attempt to show his

readers that injustice, loss of freedom, and the polarity of income

distribution affect everybody in the world.

4 His most famous novel, The Old Man and the

Sea(1952), is set in Cuba and tells the story of an

elderly fisherman’s struggle with a fish and the

sea. This won Hemingway the 1953 Pulitzer

Prize for Fiction, and the following year he was

awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.

5 Posthumous publications include

autobiographical accounts such as A Moveable

Feast(1964), novels such as Islands in the

Stream(1970), and collections of newspaper

articles.

theme the subject or topic
posthumous happening after one’s death

polarity the contrast of two opposite things

Ernest Hemingway 01
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Match the word with its synonym.

1. commence a. opposite

2. helplessness b. vulnerability

3. theme c. after death

4. polarity d. begin

5. posthumous e. subject

Main idea

What’s the passage about?

a. The culture of Paris b. The life and work of Hemingway

c. Bullfighting d. The Spanish Civil War

Detail questions

1. According to the passage, where did Hemingway begin his writing career?

a. Spain b. France

c. US d. Cuba

2. According to the passage, what was the group of American writers living in Paris

called?

a. The Lost Generation b. The Lost Boys

c. The Lost Colony d. The Lost City

3. According to the passage, what was Hemingway’s most famous novel?

a. The Sun Also Rises b. Death in the Afternoon

c. The Old Man and the Sea d. A Moveable Feast

Vocabulary Study I

Reading Comprehension I
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Word root: pecca

1. impeccable = im (not) + pecca (sin) + ble (ability)

peccadillo = pecca (sin) + dillo (small)

peccable = pecca (sin) + able (can do)

2. impeccable: not, sin, ability free of error
peccadillo: sin, small small sin/fault
peccable: sin, can do liable to sin

3. Complete the following sentences by choosing the right word.

a. They forgave his .

b. Everyone admired his work.

c. All humans are by nature.

Inference and purpose

It can be inferred from the passage that .

a. Hemingway enjoyed the war b. Hemingway is a well known author

c. Hemingway was born in Kansas d. Hemingway loved the sea

Coherence

Look at the four squares [ ] that indicate where the following sentence can be added
to the passage below. Where would the sentence best fit?

Ernest Miller Hemingway commenced his writing career as a journalist in Kansas,
but soon volunteered in the emergency services, and later in the infantry in Italy
during World War I. After the war, Hemingway began working on his first
collection of novels and short stories. These works tell the tales of people suffering
from personal, moral, or emotional defeat, and vulnerability. 

It was during this period that he got much of his material for his later works.

Vocabulary Study II

Reading Comprehension II

impeccable                peccadillo                peccable
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Main idea

The main idea of the lecture is 

a. the Pulitzer Prize

b. the travels of Ernest Hemingway

c. Ernest Hemingway’s writing career and his life

d. American writers living in Paris

Details 

1. According to the lecture, Hemingway won .

a. the Nobel Prize for Literature b. the Pulitzer Prize

c. the Booker Prize d. both a and b

2. According to the lecture, during World War I Hemingway volunteered

.

a. as a journalist b. in the emergency services

c. in the air force d. as a ship captain 

Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the sentence
above?

a. His themes always changed during his career.

b. He always wrote on different themes during his career.

c. Later in his career he wrote about very different themes than early in his career.

d. His later work had similar themes to his early work.

His later works treat very different themes from his earlier writing.

Listening Comprehension 

Paraphrasing 

T1



Ernest Hemingway 01

9

Complete the following list by choosing the three true sentences 
about the passage.

a. Hemingway was part of the Lost Generation.

b. Hemingway served in the infantry in Italy during World War I.

c. Hemingway was born in Cuba.

d. Hemingway won the Nobel Prize for literature.

e. Hemingway wrote “The Sun Also Sets.”

f. Hemingway began his writing career in Spain.

What kind of books do you like to read?

Model response

1. Fill in the blanks using the words in the box.

I like to read fiction. These are books set in history but the stories

are usually about people. These books are great because they are

exciting stories and I also about history and the way people used to

. My favorite historical is World War II. I think this

would have been an exciting time to live. It was very dangerous, though.

2. Using your own words, answer the question above. Then talk to the class.

3. Underline the stressed syllable in the following words.

[his-tor-i-cal              or-di-nar-y              pe-ri-od]

Summary 

Speaking 

learn              historical              live              ordinary              period



1. What is a geyser?

2. What causes geysers?

3. Where are geysers found?

Pre-reading activity

unique having no equal, one of a kind
situate to locate
diversity variety, many different things

feature characteristic, distinct part
plateau an elevated and flat piece of land

1 What makes Yellowstone National Park unique and of so much interest to

so many people are the park’s geological features. Yellowstone National

Park is situated on a volcanic plateau that is surrounded by mountains. The

average elevation of the park is 2,300 meters or about 7,500 feet. Yellowstone

Park is one of the most geologically active areas in the United States. It

contains over 10,000 geothermal sites — places where heat from the Earth’s

interior makes its way to the surface. This is the largest concentration of

such features on the planet. Yellowstone’s geothermal features include hot

springs, geysers, mud volcanoes, and fumaroles.

2 All of these add to the diversity of Yellowstone, but geysers are what the

park is best known for. More than three hundred geysers can be found

within the park’s boundaries. A geyser is actually a hot spring that erupts

from time to time, sending a column of superheated water anywhere from

one meter to one hundred meters into the air.

10

Geysers02
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3 The way a geyser does this is actually quite easy to understand. At its

simplest, a geyser is just a tube filled with water. The base of this tube rests

in geothermally heated rock. The deeper the water is in the tube, the greater

the pressure at its base. The greater the pressure is, the higher the boiling

point of the water. As it absorbs more and more heat from the rock, the

water at the base finally begins to boil and some of it is forced up and out of

the tube. This reduces the boiling point of the water that remains in the tube

below its actual temperature. When this happens, the water explodes into

steam and shoots upward with great force. How often this happens depends

on a number of things, such as the temperature of the rock, the supply of

water and the shape of the tube.

4 Yellowstone is home to some of the world’s

most spectacular geysers, including Old Faithful

which erupts very predictably — on average

once every 75 minutes — and Steamboat Geyser

which reaches a height of 116 meters, the highest

in the world. 

Geysers 02
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Match the word with its synonym.

1. unique a. distinctive

2. situate b. characteristic

3. plateau c. assortment

4. feature d. flat terrain

5. diversity e. locate

Main idea

What’s the passage about?

a. The history of Yellowstone National Park

b. The geysers of Yosemite National Park

c. The geysers of Yellowstone National Park

d. Visiting Yosemite National Park

Detail questions

1. Which is a true statement about the geyser, Old Faithful?

a. It’s the highest in the world.

b. It’s the oldest in the world.

c. It erupts very predictably.

d. It is no longer active.

2. According to the passage, which geyser erupts on an average of every 75 minutes?

a. Steamboat Geyser b. Yellowstone Geyser

c. Old Faithful d. Yosemite Geyser

3. Where is Yellowstone National Park situated?

a. On a mountain b. On a volcanic plateau

c. On an iceberg d. On a small island

Vocabulary Study I

Reading Comprehension I
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Word root: ab

1. abduct = ab (away) + duct (to lead)

abnormal = ab (away) + normal (rule, pattern)

abdicate = ab (away) + dicate (to speak)

2. abduct: away, to lead to kidnap

abnormal: away from the rule not normal, unusual

abdicate: away, to speak to give up a position

3. Complete the following sentences by choosing the right word.

a. It is to live in a tent.

b. To a child is called kidnapping.

c. When a king retires, he the throne.

Inference and purpose
It can be inferred from the passage that .

a. Old Faithful is the highest geyser in the world

b. geysers only exist in Yellowstone National Park

c. a geyser could be dangerous if you get too close

d. there are many geysers all over the United States

Coherence

Look at the four squares [ ] that indicate where the following sentence can be added
to the passage below. Where would the sentence best fit?

The greater the pressure is, the higher the boiling point of the water. As it absorbs
more and more heat from the rock, the water at the base finally begins to boil and
some of it is forced up and out of the tube. This reduces the boiling point of the water
that remains in the tube below its actual temperature. When this happens, the water
explodes into steam and shoots upward with great force. 

This jet steam is spectacular to watch, but it can also be dangerous for anyone
who is caught in its path.

Vocabulary Study II

Reading Comprehension II

abduct                abnormal                abdicates
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Main idea

The main idea of the lecture is .

a. the force of geothermal sites

b. National Parks of America

c. the geological features of Yellowstone National Park

d. geysers around the world 

Details 

1. According to the lecture, Yellowstone National Park is best known for 

.

a. bears b. volcanoes

c. geysers d. birds

2. According to the lecture, at its simplest, a geyser is .

a. a fumarole b. a tube filled with water

c. a pot of water d. pan of water 

Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential information in the sentence
above?

a. No one understands how geysers work.

b. This process is not easily understood.

c. Understanding this process is easy.

d. People have always understood geysers.

The way a geyser does this is actually quite easy to understand.

Listening Comprehension

Paraphrasing

T2
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Complete the following list by choosing the three true sentences 
about the passage.

a. Yellowstone National Park is situated on a mountain top.

b. Yellowstone National Park contains over 10,000 geothermal sites.

c. Steamboat Geyser is the highest erupting geyser in the world.

d. Geysers are found only in Yellowstone National Park.

e. Old Faithful is the name of a geyser guard dog at Yellowstone National Park.

f. Yellowstone National Park has hot springs, geysers, mud volcanoes, and

fumaroles.

How often do you eat out?

Model response

1. Fill in the blanks using the words in the box.

I usually eat out two or three times a week. My family has a of

eating out every Friday night. Both of my parents work very hard all week, so

eating out in a nice is a kind of reward after a long work week. We

don’t eat at restaurants because they are so , but it is

nice that no one has to cook or . 

2. Using your own words, answer the question above. Then talk to the class.

3. Underline the stressed syllable in the following words.

[res-tau-rant              ex-pen-sive              tra-di-tion]

Speaking 

Summary 

clean up           restaurant           expensive           fancy           tradition


