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Ducklings Take a Walk
10 ducklings are going for a walk with their mom.
6 ducklings chase a butterfly, and 4 ducklings follow frogs.
Then mama duck gathers them. 10 ducklings waddle together
to the pond. But on their way there is a pond, and a big rock.
Can all the 10 ducklings arrive at the pond safely?
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It is spring.
The sun is warm.
New sprouts are shooting up.
There is a very happy duck in the field.
It is mama duck who is sitting on 10 eggs.
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One day two ducklings broke the egg
and came out first.
“Quack! Quack!”
“You two are so brave.”
Mama duck also petted the eggs
that hadn’t hatched yet.
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Mama duck decided
At last all the 10 eggs hatched.
Mama duck counted the ducklings.
“My lovely babies, they are 10 in total.”
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to go for a walk with her ducklings.
The ducklings were excited.
Because the world was filled with many things
that they haven’t seen before.
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The ducklings met new friends in the field.
“Hi, Butterfly!”
6 ducklings followed the butterfly.
“Hi, Frog!”
4 ducklings followed the frog.

“Quack! Quack!
Ducklings, gather around!”
All 10 ducklings flocked
around the mama duck.
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A small puddle appeared.
7 ducklings avoided it and
followed their mama,
but 3 ducklings played in the puddle.
Splash! Splash!

14

Over the puddle
10 ducklings tagged along
with mama duck again.
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When they were passing
through the green field
something jumped over the ducklings.
“Rabbits!
They are so cool!”
8 ducklings waddled
following the spotted rabbit.
2 ducklings waddled
following the white rabbit.
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“You shouldn’t go far.
Gather around!”
the ducklings came back
to the mama duck again.
“Phew! All 10 ducklings are here!”
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“Quack! Quack!”
When they waddled singing
there appeared a large rock in front of them.
5 ducklings walked with their mama
who detoured around the rock.
But 5 ducklings went up to the rock.
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All of sudden the large rock started to move.
“Quack! Quack! This rock is moving!”
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“SNAP!”
That was not a rock, but an alligator.
But the alligator greeted
the mama duck warmly.
“Hello, Mrs. Duck! Where are you going?”

“Why, hello, Mr. Alligator!
I’m going to the pond with my ducklings.
What are you doing here?”
“I was taking a nap
under the warm sunlight.”
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“How many ducklings do you have?”
“I have 10 ducklings all together.”
The alligator slowly counted the ducklings.
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“Hahaha! Good! All of you, ride on my back.
I’ll give you a ride to the pond.”
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The alligator arrived at the pond.
The mama duck jumped into the pond first-SPLASH!
The ducklings followed too-SPLASH!
The mama duck counted the ducklings.
“My lovely babies, all of you are here!”

A duckling said.
“Mama, I can’t see one.”
But the mama duck just grinned and said nothing.
Where would the duckling be?
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Math Story/

Understanding the concept of math
The 10 ducklings gather and split

♣ On a warm spring day 10 ducklings are born. The mama duck goes for a walk with
the ducklings. On their way to the pond the ducklings repeatedly gather and split.
But whenever their mama calls they always gather together. When they meet a puddle
on the road they split into two groups. But all of them come together and make 10 again.
♣ When you are going to teach your child about gathering and dividing numbers, you’d
better start with a number under 5. If the number gets bigger it may feel difficult.
In this case let them practice more by using the objects that they show interest in.
For example when they eat candies, ask them how can they divide 5 candies into
two plates, then help them realize they can divide them into 1 and 4, 2 and 3, 3 and 2,
or 4 and 1. They will learn the structure and principle of numbers while dividing the big
number into small numbers, and gathering the small numbers into one big number.
♣ When you teach your child the concept of gathering and dividing numbers, it is helpful
for you to use the vocabulary relevant to dividing and gathering when talking to your
child “You made a train with 8 blocks out of 10 blocks.
So 2 blocks are left.” “Here are 7 balloons. You have 4, and give
3 to your sister.” Gathering and dividing numbers become
a basis for understanding addition and subtraction.
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Comparing volume

Math Play
We are moving out!
Let’s play a gathering and dividing game and move 10 small toys from
one place to another place. Your child will understand the structure and
principles of numbers while they divide a big number into small numbers.
1. Prepare two boxes or baskets you can put toys in, and toys or small dolls.
2. Put the 10 toys (or dolls) into one box saying “Now shall we put the toys into
the box? One, two, three,…ten.” The other box should be empty. Let them
know one box has 10 toys, and another box has nothing. Tell them when nothing
is left in the box it means ‘0’, and we can say ‘zero or nothing.’
3. Move 1 toy to the empty box saying “One puppy doll is moving out.” Then let
your child understand 10 can be divided into 9 and 1. Move another doll saying
“The robot doll is moving too.” This time they will know 10 can be divided into
8 and 2. In this way your child can learn the structure of numbers.
4. After all the dolls are moved to another box, move 5 dolls to another box at
one time saying “Wow, 5 dolls are moving out!” Then let your child count how
many dolls are left in the first box and tell them 10 can also be divided into 5 and 5.
Practice more about gathering and dividing numbers changing the numbers of dolls.
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