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Special features 

Annual events that  
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Vol.  8 The King of Waste and the King of Saving
Author: JANG Hye-gyeong   � Illustrator: BANG Jeong-hwa

October 22 is World Energy Day. This event reminds us how vital our energy 
supplies are and how we need to use them carefully, as well as develop 
environmentally friendly forms of renewable energy for the future.

Once upon a time there were two very different kingdoms. One was 
ruled by the King of Waste, who used everything up as quickly as 
he could, and one was ruled by the King of Saving, who used things 
carefully and tried to save as much of everything as possible. 
When the King of Waste had used up all the energy in his kingdom, 
he asked if he could borrow some from the King of Saving. The King 
of Saving said no, but instead offered to teach the King of Waste how 
to save energy and improve the lives of his subjects. Can the King of 
Waste change his ways?

oct 

22 World Energy Day

Vol.  6 Something in the Air
Author: YOON A-hae   � Illustrator: HONG Wu-ri

September 22 is World Car-free Day, when people are asked to try not  
using their cars for a day and instead use other modes of transport. 

When Chung and her family moved to China, it was ever so exciting 
for her. But then she noticed that everyone in Beijing wore masks 
and they all looked like aliens walking down the street. Everyone 
in kindergarten wore masks, too. Why did they do that? Why was 
she sometimes not allowed to go outside to play? And why is her 
friend leaving the city? Seeking answers to these questions helps 
Chung learn about the problem of air pollution and what we can 
all do to reduce it.
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22 World Car-free Day
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A Fair Hearing
Author: YANG Dae-seung  �  Illustrator: PARK Su-jeong

February 2 is World Wetland Day. It highlights the importance 
of wetlands (rivers, swamps, and marshes) to people, wildlife, 
and natural processes.

Judge Boco has been asked to conduct one of the strangest court 
cases that has ever taken place. A construction manager and a 
salamander are going to debate how wetlands should be used. 
The judge will have to rule on who is right and who is wrong. 
What will he decide? And what is the best way to manage wetlands 
for the benefit of our planet?

Natural Connections
Author: LEE Won-gyeong  � Illustrator: JEON Byeong-jun

June 5 is World Environment Day, when people think about ways to 
protect Earth’s natural habitats. 

A girl starts drawing with a magic pencil. As she draws bamboo 
leaves, pandas appear. As she sketches trees and then a forest, 
orangutans and other animals gather. When she draws seaweed, 
fish swim by. The drawings reveal the many connections between 
living things, and the thousands of creatures that could disappear 
if we fail to take care of our planet.

Buy Less, Recycle More
Author: KANG Seong-eun  � Illustrator: OH Seong-bong

Buy Nothing Day takes place in the last week of November. People are 
asked not to buy anything that day, so that they start thinking about whether 
they really need all the things they buy and about the many perfectly good 
things we regularly throw away.

“I’m bored with this. I’m going to throw it away and get a new one.”
“This is out of fashion. Let’s get rid of it.”
“I need more space. Let’s throw this in the trash.”
Do we really need all the new things we buy? When we throw things 
away, could we give them to somebody else instead? And might that 
help save some of our planet’s resources? This book will make you 
think about what you buy, what you throw away, and new ways to 
reuse, recycle and save money.

Turning out the Worms
Author: LEE Hye-ok  � Illustrator: HWANG Seong-hye

December 5 is World Soil Day, which aims to help us understand the 
importance of good soil and how we can care for and protect it.

Once upon a time, there was a raccoon that planted a potato farm.  
As he was picking rocks out of the soil, he noticed some earthworms. 
“Yuk,” he said, “they are so gross!”
He began gathering all the earthworms and throwing them out  
of his field. But, soon after, his crop began to fail, and he started  
to appreciate the important role that earthworms play in  
creating rich, fertile soil.

How Can Santa Help?
Author: SEO Bo-hyeon  � Illustrator: KIM Hyeon-ju

July 11 is World Population Day. This event makes people aware of problems 
relating to the world’s population – the ever-growing numbers of people on 
our planet. 

On Christmas Eve, Santa Claus loaded his slide with presents. “Just 
imagine how happy the children will be!” he said to himself. “Ho Ho Ho!” 
When he reached Africa and came to the first house, there was no 
chimney for him to climb down. So he gathered a pile of presents and 
knocked on the door. A young boy came to the door and said, “Don’t you 
have anything other than toys?” Looking into the house, Santa realized 
that the people there were poor and had nothing to eat. All over the 
world, people were short of food and starving. What could he do to help?

A Priceless Treasure
Author: YOON Ji-yeon  � Illustrator: KIM Hyeon-ju

March 22 is World Water Day. It reminds us of the priceless value of  
water and the steps we can take to prevent natural water supplies being 
polluted or overused. 

Suddenly Won could hear the voices of the flowers in the garden. 
“I’m so thirsty,” they were all saying, “so terribly thirsty!” The trees 
were calling too: “We want cool, clean water.” She began to realize 
that people, including her family, were often wasting water and that 
they could do more to gather and recycle rainwater. How could she 
help them to make better use of water? 

Not Just Honey
Author: CHA Bogeum  � Illustrator: KOH Won-ju

May 22 is the International Day for Biological Diversity, when 
people are encouraged to learn why we need to preserve all creatures,  
even the tiniest.

Bom was afraid of bees. “They’re such a nuisance,” she said. “I wish 
they would just go away and disappear forever.”
“I’ll get rid of them all for you,” said the robot, as it disappeared 
out the door.
What would happen if we got rid of bees? Can Bom protect them 
and prevent disaster?
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Vol.  7 A Precious Gift
Author: SHIN Yeon-mi  � Illustrator: CHO Jun-cheol

October 16 is World Food Day. It encourages people to think about how we 
can provide enough for everyone to eat and how we can all choose healthier 
foods and improve our diets. 

In a green forest, two monster brothers lived together. One was 
named Tosi, and one was named Tusi. Their skin colors were different, 
but they looked exactly the same. One day, Tosi and Tusi helped a man 
cross a river and received a gift from him. When the man gave them 
the gift, he said very seriously, “Do not eat this all at once, but instead 
have only a small amount at a time.” Often our favorite foods, such as 
candies and other tasty snacks, can be harmful. This story shows how 
we need to learn to eat fewer such snacks and enjoy healthier foods to 
protect our bodies and the environment.
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