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“Let’s go!” Father shouted at us.
We were going west to faraway lands
and the long desert journey was beginning.
Mother had prepared herb tea for me
and tied it to the waist of my trousers,
should I ever become ill with fever.
I wondered if I would see her again.
I also thought of my friends
and carried their faces in my mind.

The camel’s hump looked hard
but it was squishy like my water bottle.
I said, “Hello Camel! I’m Wong Chang Ryeong,
I’m very happy to travel with you.
Will you look after me?”
The camel shook his back
as though he was happy too.
“Camel, that’s my father over there.”
He has travelled to the west many times
to sell his beautiful silks.”
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After a long time, we came to the desert.
The sand was fine and smooth as our silk,
but it was not as beautiful as it looked.
My camel’s feet sunk deep in the sand
and the sun blazed down all day.
I was very thirsty and I kept drinking from my water bottle.
Before I knew it, my bottle was empty.
Father said, “Wong Chang Ryeong,
in the desert you must endure hardship.
If you drink every time you are thirsty,
you may run out of water and die.”
He gave me a small water bottle.
Merchants travelled along the Silk Road, a route that connected China to western countries such as Rome
and Turkey. Some of the popular trading goods that came along the Silk Road, were silk from China,
spices from India, and oil and ornaments from Rome and Turkey
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We came to Dunhwang,
an oasis village with water.
Father asked me if I was doing okay.
He said, “I brought you on this trip
so you can learn. One day you will be
a merchant like me. Keep your eyes open
and pay attention to everything you see along the way.”
Then he went along the line to check the camels’ hooves.
Father was always away from home on business,
but this time I was with him and I enjoyed his company.
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We came to the Ming Sha Mountains,
the name meaning “Mountains of Crying Sand.”
I was very excited, and I called out to Father,
“How did they get a name like that?”
“Hush!” said Father. “Close your mouth
or it will get full of sand!”
I soon knew the answer to my question.
When the wind swept through the sand,
it sounded as though the mountains were crying.
When I opened my mouth, sand blew in it.
I learned to keep my face covered.
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We arrived at a place called Turpan
that was full of a sweet aroma.
“That’s the smell of grapes,” Father said.
“Grapes?” I asked. “In a desert?”
“See that white mountain over there?
The ice from Tian Shan melts into the soil
and these delicious grapes grow.”
Father traded some silk for a bunch of grapes
that tasted as sweet as honey.
I gave two grapes to my camel.
He liked them too.
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Back we went to the desert.
“That red sand dune is Huo Yan Mountain,”
said the man who rode next to me.
Then he told me a famous story.
The Cow Devil King tried to block the journey
of Xuanzang by lighting a fire on the road.
Sun Wogong snatched the Cow King’s magic fan
and put out the fire. It was in this very place.”
“It is so red, it looks like it’s still burning,”
I said. “And the day is hot like fire.”

At the end of the flaming desert
there was a prairie of green grass.
“It’s Urumqi,” said the man. “Look!
There’s a lake over there.
They say if you drink the water you will live a very long life.
Why don’t you quench your thirst?”
The water was so refreshing!
I filled my water bottle and took it over to Father.
“Thank you,” he said. “We are not far now.”
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We were back to the desert again.
When we climbed over a large hill,
we saw something black in the distance.
“Is that a sand storm?” I asked.
“No! They’re bandits!” cried my Father.
Everyone was surprised.
It was too late to escape.
We were surrounded by sand-filled wind
and a band of bandits dressed in black.
The bandits shouted and waved their swords
as they grabbed our bundles of silk.
We could not do anything.
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Then suddenly, the wind increased,
whipping up the sand in a big cloud.
Everyone, merchant or bandit,
looked for a place in the rocks to hide.
It was a big, ugly storm and dangerous.
Father shouted at us to sit the camels down,
tie them together, and hang on to the rocks.
He said, “If you move, the wind will suck you
into the sand and bury you.”
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As the night grew darker, the storm grew stronger.
I found someone next to me, shivering with fever.
I felt him to see who it was, and I was surprised.
It was a bandit and he was a young boy like me.
I remembered the herb tea Mother gave me.
I removed his hood and fed him some of the tea.
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The fever seemed to improve with the tea
and by morning, the storm has also lessened.
I was giving the young bandit more tea,
when I found the leader of the bandits
standing in front of me.
I felt afraid, and Father went pale.
The bandit leader lifted me up and spoke
in a language I did not understand.
But he did not look scary.

The bandits raised their heads and hands
to the sky and shouted several times.
Then they dropped our bundles of silk
and rode away into the desert.
Father said to me,
“Chang Ryeong, you took care
of the bandit leader’s son.
You saved us, Chang Ryeong”
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The men came out from the rocks
and patted me on the back,
telling me I was very brave.
They said I should ride in the front
because I had saved them.

“All we have to do is climb over that hill,”
Father shouted at the group.
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When we reached the top of the hill,
we could see a beautiful city in front of us.
We had arrived at Constantinople!
We were all so happy! We could hear music.
We could smell the exotic aromas of food.
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We arrived in front of a large shop in a * souk.
“Unwrap the silks here!” Father shouted.
Father and the shop owner spoke in a language
that I didn’t understand, and the shopkeeper
handed over some oil in exchange for silk.
The next morning, silks were traded
for different colored and flavored spices.
Father said, “Yesterday’s oil and these spices
are things we cannot get at home, and here,
the people do not have silks.”
Now I understood why my father travelled.
People exchange the goods they have
for goods that they don’t have.
* A market in Islamic countries is called a ‘souk’.
Shops that sell the same kind of items, are grouped together.
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Now, I Wong Chang Ryeong am going back
to my home where my mother is waiting.
Carrying oil and spices, my father and I
journey home on the long desert road.
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ABOUT THE STORY

Hello Boys and Girls,
My name is Wong Chang Ryeong, and I have
travelled on the Silk Road that connects China

Mongolia

with western countries. We loaded our camels
with bundles of silk and made the long journey over deserts

South Korea

to trade Chinese silk for oil and spices

China

China is in the centre of continental Asia. It is the third largest country in the world and it
shares its borders with 14 different countries: North Korea, Russia, Mongolia, India,
Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar and Vietnam among others. China’s huge population is composed
of many different people groups which have caused frequent power struggles. A recurring
pattern over Chinese history has been the domination of one people group over others.
In 1949 a new communist government was established and this continues to this day.

Japan

made in the countries of the west.
At first the Silk Road was merely a road to transport

Nepal Bhutan

Nation with the Oldest Remaining Alphabet Chinese characters are one of the oldest

goods back and forth, but it became a means of
cultural exchange between different nations.
Although I liked seeing exotic goods,

Area: 9,572, 900 km2
Capital: Beijing

the most enjoyable experience

Major Language: Chinese

was discovering new worlds and people.
I hope you also enjoy new discoveries.
Sincerely,
Wong Chang Ryeong

alphabets in the world. It is said that approximately 5000 years ago, a man called Cangjie
created the alphabet by looking at bird and other animal footprints. Chinese characters
trace back to representations of objects and symbols, and also include letters that are
combined. Those that are used today were arranged in the Han Dynasty. Korea, Japan,
Vietnam and other surrounding countries accepted ancient Chinese characters a long
time ago. For this reason they still have many
words that go back to Chinese.

The Economy of China Although China is the third largest country in the world, it has the
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highest population. Its vast territory yields abundant mineral resources, petroleum, natural
gas and other natural products. The large population makes a cheap labor force for the many
factories in the country. China has freely opened its exchange market to other countries,
becoming a great consumption market.

The Beginning of Commerce

Commerce arises when people exchange goods that are
abundant in their country for another country’s goods. One of the first instances of commerce
was trade through the Silk Road, in which silks were exchanged for spices, oil and crafted
glass goods.
Steam locomotive ▶

ABOUT THE COUNTRY

WongChangRyeong’sHomeland:CHINA

A Journey along the Silk Road with Father
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Role of Commerce

Commerce is the trade of goods between regions or countries. It began as
a bartering system for trading goods and evolved into a system that aims to manufacture and export fine goods to other countries at high prices, while importing
needed goods at low prices. Now, with the expansion of the
market, commerce is not only limited to tangible goods. Different skills, man
power, culture and other intangible goods are also important.

The Silk Road was important not only for the exchange of goods but also for cultural exchange. This cultural exchange educated people about other lifestyles and
ways of thinking. But what do we think of when we say exchange today? Usually we
merely think of it as exporting more goods and getting more economic benefits.
Of course this is important, but we could get so much more if we saw it as a rich
opportunity to learn about other cultures, and share our own with others.

ABOUT THE ECONOMY

ABOUT THE ECONOMY

What Is Commerce?

Korea’s Exchange

The Silk Road
During the Han era in China, an envoy who came back from the West, recorded
his travel path. That path became an important road connecting China with
Western Asia and many countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea. It was called
the Silk Road because it was used to transport Chinese silk for trade. Because of
the road’s importance, effort was put into occupying territories through which
it passed.

▲ Stock exchange market

Role of the Silk Road
Initially the main goods exchanged were Chinese silk, Indian spices and crafted glasswork
from places like Rome and Turkey. Then petroleum, walnuts, peas, sesame,
cucumbers and other goods made their way to China. The Silk Road also became
known for cultural exchanges – music, musical instruments, dance, stunt performances
and magic, among other things. It was also responsible for exchange between
religions such as Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Manichaeism, Christianity and Islam.
▲ Silk Road

Korea started exchanging goods between nations during the Three Kingdom era.
Goguryeo and Baekje passed Buddhism on to Japan. Also Goguryeo passed on
paper and calligraphy brushes to Japan, while Silla passed on shipbuilding and
Baekjie passed on the Roman calendar. During the Unified Silla era, a merchant
named Jang Bo-go installed Cheong Hae-jin, a special base for commerce, on the
Island of Wan, facilitating marine trade. During the Goryeo era, commerce was
established by land with the nations of Yo and Geum in China, and through sea
routes, with the Song Dynasty in China and the nations like Arabia, Eastern Asia
and Japan. During the early Joseon period, trade relationship based on a bartering
system was established with China and Japan, while during the second half, the
nation began commerce with the West, bringing in coffee, clothes and
electric trains among other things.
et's Talk

▲ Trade goods waiting to be shipped
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