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February 3rd 1986
Dear Jack,
I am very happy to write letters to you.
I live in Millaa Millaa, Queensland, Australia.
Millaa is an aboriginal word meaning water or rain.
Millaa Millaa means a place of water and rain.
As you may gather, this is a high rainfall area.
Your pen pal,
Nicole

March 21st 1986
Dear Nicole,
How amazing that you live at Millaa Millaa,
I am very interested in *tropical rainforests.

Now I have a pen pal in a rainforest area!
I am eager to hear all about your trees.
From Jack, in England
*In tropical rainforests, the weather is hot and it rains all year long. These forests are in tropical areas near the equator.

April 7th 1986
Dear Jack,
You are right about the trees.
There are lots of trees in Millaa Millaa,
and also a very old forest that was here,
long before people lived in this place.
The vines from the trees hang down
like a curtain, and the air is damp
from the waterfalls that thunder
and send up clouds of spray.

I wish you could see it.

most of the light.

and they block

as high as the sky

They go up, up, up

of Jack in the Beanstalk.

It’s like the old fairytale

the trees stand very tall.

In the old forest

The trees in a tropical rainforest grow towards the sky and form a ceiling.
Because of this the forest floor gets only a little sunshine and this help to
preserve the temperature and humidity of the ground, keeping it cool.
It is in this kind of environment that many plants and wildlife live.

May 19th, 1986
Dear Nicole,
After reading your letter,
I wanted to pack my bags
and come to see you.
I wanted to throw my head back
and look up at those giant trees.
I’m eager to breathe the smell of the forest,
but I heard on the news that these days,
things aren’t so quiet over there.
Can you tell me about it?
Your friend in England,
Jack

July 30th, 1986
Dear Jack,
So the news has reached England!
That is not surprising, since our letters
also go halfway around the world.
Here, the people of Millaa Millaa
love the rainforest very much.
But they also make a living from it.
They cut down trees for lumber
and clear the land to grow crops.
Environmentalists from the city
do not want any more trees felled.
They say that laws can stop the people
from cutting down the trees.
So Millaa Millaa is full of worries.
How will the people make a living?
Your pen pal,
Nicole

Trees are not only felled for lumber. Slash-and-burn farming means
that the forest is cut and burned in order to cultivate the ground for
farming. Tropical rainforests are being destroyed at an alarming rate.

October 8th, 1986
Dear Nicole,
The people of Millaa Millaa must have much to worry about.
But I agree that a tropical rainforest must be protected.
Have you been to a football field?
It’s very big, isn’t it?
Did you know that every minute
forests as big as 70 football fields
are being destroyed?

Chainsaws and bulldozers are used to fell trees. In order to truck in equipment,
and truck logs out, roads have to be formed, and more trees removed. The trees
felled in tropical rainforests are used to make furniture, ships and paper.

Tropical rainforests provide oxygen
to sustain life on this planet.
Tropical rainforests are also home
to countless plants and wildlife.
Once it has been destroyed
it can’t be brought back.
Your friend,
Jack

Cutting down trees destroys the tropical rainforest canopy. This changes the climate in
the rainforest so that wildlife and plants can no longer survive. It also drastically reduces
the amount of oxygen produced by the trees, as well as the water contained in the forest.

December 2nd, 1986
Dear Jack,
After reading your letter,
I went to the library and borrowed books
with information about tropical rainforests.
The stories about endangered wildlife
really shocked me, and I realized
that if the forests at Millaa Millaa
continue to be destroyed,
soon the * brushtail possum,
the cute * flying foxes
and the * southern cassowaries
will no longer be around.

*These animals evolved to live well in the dark and damp rainforests in Australia.
The climate within the forest is best suited for them to survive. If the tropical
rainforests continue to be destroyed, the number of these animals will decrease.

Last night I had a dream.
Under the bluish moonlight
mama kangaroo*
held her baby in her pouch.
All I could hear was the wind singing a lullaby.
It was peaceful and beautiful.
If we don’t stop the destruction of the earth,
we cannot see them again, can we?
Your pen pal,
Nicole

December 22nd, 1986
Dear Jack,
Merry Christmas! It’s the middle of summer here so we call it
a green Christmas. But actually, the people are feeling blue.
There is no Christmas spirit in Millaa Millaa. The politicians
are trying to have our forest listed as a * UNESCO World
Heritage Site. I’m glad the tropical rainforest will be protected.

Today the slash-and-burn farmers held a protest.
Tomorrow the tree-felling men and the workers
from the sawmills are going to hold one too.
I wish there were other ways for us all to live happily together,
rainforest, animals and people.

But my parents and other people in the village

Your pen pal,

are very worried about their future.

Nicole
*UNESCO is an organization that promotes international cooperation in areas of education, science and culture.
They enlist World Cultural Heritage Sites and World Natural Heritage Sites in order to preserve them.

January 8th, 1987
Happy New Year, Nicole!
I send you thought of comfort because you have much to worry about.
As you said, what is most important is a good solution for all parties.
But the measures used until now have only been good for humans.
The forest is life.
Humans are just one of the living organisms.
Your English friend,
Jack

Nicole

are living things just like us.

the trees, the forest

You are right,

I’ve grown a lot too.

They seem to have grown much taller.

I went to see the giant trees today.

Dear Jack,

June 15th, 1987

October 28th, 1988
Dear Jack,
It’s a while since I last wrote to you.
A lot has happened to us since then.
Millaa Millaa tropical rainforest is now
a UNESCO World Natural Heritage Site.
The tree fellers got support from the government
to replant trees which were destroyed.
Slash-and-burn farmers found new jobs
as the number of tourists coming here,
has greatly increased.
Everything is coming right
as time goes by.
I’m happy to see people cherishing
the really old forest in Millaa Millaa.
Jack, please come and visit it,
Love,
Nicole.

ABOUT THE STORY

Hello Girls and Boys,
My name is Nicole.
I live in Millaa Millaa, Queensland, Australia.

Indonesia

Papua New Guinea

I’ve told you my story about the protection
of the ancient forests of Millaa Millaa.
Long ago, tropical rainforests covered

Australia

about 12% of the earth’s land.

Australia is located under the equator in the South Pacific. It is the
world’s largest island country and is a continent on its own.
Indigenous people called Aborigines have inhabited Australia for more
than 50,000 years.
The country, discovered by English explorers in the 1700s, has
remained a British colony. Its national flag includes the British national
flag because Australia is part of the British Commonwealth.

Now, because of our greed,
tropical rainforests will cease to exist.

Unique Animals Various animals unseen in other countries, are

If they disappear, half of the world’s species
of plants and animals will also disappear.
We must consider the environment

Area: 7,692,208 km2

and cease to use the products

Capital: Canberra

that come from tropical rainforests.

Major Language: English

native to Australia. These include koalas, kangaroos, wallabies,
platypus, wombats, possums, fruit bats, many species of lizards and
colorful birds.

The Economy of Australia Australia is the world’s largest exporter
of wool. It is rich in underground resources and it exports coal, iron
ore, gold and opals.

Sincerely,
Nicole

Tropical Rainforests in Australia Another growing industry

L

et's Think
do we have to
What is a tropical rainforest and why
protect it?
t or conserration
What is more important, developmen
of tropical rainforests?
ical rainforests?
What can we do to help protect trop

in Australia is tourism. Australia’s beautiful natural scenery
attracts visitors from all around the world. The tropical rainforest
region of Queensland is a designated UNESCO World Natural
Heritage Site and is well-conserved, attracting tourists.

A flock of sheep in Australia ▶

ABOUT THE COUNTRY

Nicole’sHomeland: AUSTRALIA

TropicalRainforests,the Lungs ofthe Earth

Protection vs Development

A tropical rainforest is found in regions where temperatures are hot
and rainfall is heavy all year round. The trees are extremely tall and
their leaves form a dense canopy. The world’s largest tropical
rainforest is in South America in the Amazon River Basin.

There is a conflict between those wanting economic profit and those seeking to
protect and conserve natural resources. It is necessary to consider the long-term
implications for future generations, before we focus on short-term profits.
Like Australia we must seek measures to protect tropical rainforests and then
look for opportunities and options within those measures. Greater profits can be
realized through tourism and the discovery of new medicines.

The Role of Tropical Rainforests
Tropical rainforests are home to many animals and plants.
According to scientists, more than half of all living plant and animal
species on the planet inhabit tropical rainforests. Trees take in
carbon dioxide and release oxygen, purifying the air in the earth’s
atmosphere. If this cycle were to stop, carbon dioxide levels in the
air would increase, and so would the temperature of the earth. Trees
of tropical rainforests also help circulate water. Trees take in water
through their roots and release it in the form of vapours, which
eventually form clouds and rain. Failure to protect tropical
rainforests will lead to severe drought and disrupt water supplies.

Forests of South Korea
About 64% of South Korea’s land is forestland. Though there are no tropical
forests in this country, it has many types of trees, both deciduous and evergreen.
But many of them are disappearing through lack of care and protection. Forests
are destroyed by fire through human carelessness. It is never too late to help
restore forests. Why don’t you start by planting a tree?

▲Planting trees

▲Tropical rainforests of the Amazon

Tropical Rainforests Are Being Destroyed
As you read this book, tropical rainforests are being destroyed. Humans are
the accountable species! Humans cut down rainforests to make furniture,
build houses, make pulp and paper, and to clear land for cultivation.
Cutting down trees is not necessarily wrong, but problems arise when trees
are cut and not replanted. The destruction of rainforests can happen quickly,
but it takes centuries to recover. In the meantime, all the animals and plants
lose their homes and many will become extinct.
▲Cutting down trees

ABOUT THE ECONOMY

ABOUT THE ECONOMY

What is a Tropical Rainforest?

L et's Talk
Things we can do to protect forests:
that is made from trees.
1. Reduce, reuse and recycle paper
made from trees of
2. Do not purchase furniture that is
ond-hand furniture
tropical rainforests. Why not buy sec
instead?
companies engaging
3. Purchase goods manufactured by
in tree protection activities.
inhabit forests and tropical
4. Research types of animals that
rainforests.

