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Francois asked, “Mum, what are those plants?”
“Apple mint,” said his mother. “Rub a leaf
between your fingers and then smell it.
It smells like apples and it lifts your spirits.”
“It makes me feel good,” said Francois
smelling his fingers. “I love this smell.
Mom, is it all right if I ride my bicycle
with Josef this afternoon?”
“Of course,” she said. “But don’t forget
to be careful of cars on the road.”

A bicycle screeched to a stop
outside Francois’ house.
Josef called, “Francois! Did you hear?
Tomorrow will be a car-free day!”
“Really?” exclaimed Francois.
“You mean all the cars will sleep
all day in their own garages?”
“Yes!” said Josef. “It’s amazing!”

Francois said, “We’ll be able
to run about on the roads.”
“Of course,” said Josef.
“Everyone and everything
will be welcome on the roads,
except cars and trucks.”
Francois laughed. “It will be fun!”

The boys rode their bicycles
along a narrow bike-only lane.
A truck roared past them,
sending out a cloud of fumes.
“Man, it stinks!” muttered Josef.
They held their breath and rode faster
until the grey fumes had gone.
“That truck will be stuck
in a garage tomorrow,”
Francois said to his friend.

As they rode, they planned the next day.
“Tomorrow we’ll race in the middle of the road.
Kids will have roller blades and skateboards.
Maybe someone will play games.
It’s going to be great fun.”
A car honked at them as it passed.
“Just wait until tomorrow!” yelled Josef.
“Tomorrow this will be our world.
We’ll sit on the road and draw pictures!”

When their ride was over, Francois said,
“Let’s think of something really special
to do on tomorrow’s carless day.”
“Okay,” said Josef. “We’ll think hard.”
“We might not get much sleep,”
said Francois with a laugh.

That evening,
Francois tried to imagine roads with no cars.
It was hard to picture in his mind.
He could still hear traffic sounds,
cars honking and roaring in the dark.

Morning came.
Francois woke up to bird song.
He got out of bed and looked outside.
How could everything be so quiet?
There was no honking, no roaring,
no traffic noise at all.

Francois ran out to meet Josef.
There were no cars on the wide road.
“I can’t believe it!” he said to himself.
The boys stared in amazement
as Mrs. Dupont rode by on her bike.
“Good morning, Kids,” she called.
“Aren’t you cycling today?”
“Let’s go!” shouted Francois and Josef.

They jumped on their bikes and pedaled.
It was the same road as yesterday
but today they could smell fresh air
and hear the birds singing.
They felt that they owned the road.

The trees looked closer, their leaves greener
and the sky seemed clearer, wider.
Everything seems to be moving slowly,
people, birds, butterflies,
even the clouds in the sky.
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Francois said, “I have a special idea
that we can only do today.
We’ll lay out my mother’s pots
of apple mint in a wide empty space.
Instead of fumes, the road will smell
of sweet apple mint.”

When Josef and Francois
came to the crossroads,
a great spectacle unfolded.
“Wow! Look at that!”



 
Ǥ


 Ǥ

ABOUT THE STORY

ABOUT THE COUNTRY

BELGIUM: Francois’ Homeland

A Day Without Cars
Hello Boys and Girls,

Belgium is one of the smallest countries in Europe. It became Spanish
territory in 1516 and Austrian territory in the early 18th century.
It remained under French rule from 1789 until the Battle of Waterloo,
when Belgium came under the rule of the Netherlands. Belgium separated
from the Netherlands in August 1830 and has since been a constitutional
monarchy with a king as a head of state.

I am Francois from Belgium.
I hope you enjoyed my story about the carless day.
It surprised me to see the roads so empty.
Do you have days like this in your country?
Some people say that one day without cars
doesn’t make a difference. What do you think?
I think it does make a difference because we save
a whole day’s worth of gas energy and we clean up the air
for nature. Josef and I were excited to see the streets
empty of noisy cars and trucks. On that day we could go
anywhere without having to worry about traffic.
I wish there were more days like this.
Sincerely,
Francois

Rene Magritte

Area: 30,528 km2
Capital: Brussels
Major Languages:
Dutch, French, German

Belgium is considered a treasure house of European art. Heavily influenced
by Latin and German cultures, the Belgian culture has had tremendous
influence over European art and music and has left a rich cultural heritage.
Rene Magritte alongside van Dyke and Brueghel, are a few of Belgium’s
renowned artists. Magritte is considered one of the greatest masters
of surrealism, but it was not until after his death that he gained recognition.

The Economy of Belgium

Let’s Think
Why was there an “International Day Without Cars?”
What is the reason for not driving on this day?

Despite its small territory, small population and lack of resources,
Belgium was well-advanced in its establishment of free trade,
manufacturing industries and intermediary trade. Belgium experienced
great economic growth through foreign investments and has
established itself as a leader in world trade. The country’s major
exports include diamonds, automobiles, medical supplies and rugs.

The Smurfs
Cartoons are popular in Belgium, notable the cartoon series called
The Smurfs. It is about a community of blue creatures who live
happily together in a village in a forest. The Smurfs have a nemesis
named Gargamel and they spend each day battling this evil wizard.
The cartoon series has been aired in many countries and is very popular.

Corde Sensible by Rene Magritte
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A Day Without Cars
The ‘International Day Without Cars’ event is a campaign to clear
all vehicles off roads for at least one day a year. It is a call to people
to participate in leaving all vehicles at home for a day, with the exception
of public transport, emergency and international transport vehicles.
The campaign was launched in 1998 and quickly spread throughout
the world. Some 1500 cities and districts participate in this event
annually. Though it may be just one day every year, the International
Day Without Cars expressed the people’s desire to help create a world
of clean air.

Greenhouse Gases and Global Warming
The ‘International Day Without Cars’ was launched to spread awareness
that we must stop global warming by reducing greenhouse gas emissions
A day without cars in Europe
created by fume exhaustions and fuel consumption. Greenhouse gases
absorb radiation and help maintain the temperature of the Earth’s
atmosphere. The carbon dioxide released by vehicles, is a primary example of such a gas. Global warming refers
to the increase in the average temperature of the earth’s atmosphere and the oceans. Many scientists warn that
global warning will continue to increase and, if not addressed, will lead to the end of the world. We must all
cooperate to save the earth.

A Day Without Cars in Asia
What events were held in Asia on the International Day
Without Cars? A cycle marathon was held in Bangladesh
on September 20. Two days later in Jakarta, Indonesia,
a special talk show was aired in celebration of the day
and several bicycle events were held. On the same day
in Manila, Philippines, a bicycle march was organized.
A special seminar and radio debate was aired in New Delhi,
India, and a bicycle tour and festival was held in Taiwan.

A day without cars in Korea

A Day Without Cars in South Korea
South Korea first observed International Day Without Cars in 2001. The ‘Car Free Day’ campaign was launched
in Seoul on September 10, 2007. Normally, the day is observed on September 22, but since the day fell
on the Chuseok holiday, it was observed earlier in Seoul. The roads between Jongro and Dongdaemun
are blocked from 4.00am to 6.00pm and all vehicles with the exception of public transport, are denied access.
Public transport is free within this zone on that day.

A Day Without Cars in Brussels
All vehicles stopped running from 9.00am until 7.00pm in Brussels
on September 22, 2000. A test run of a hydrogen bus was conducted
at that time. Hydrogen buses do not emit greenhouse gases, because
they are fuelled by batteries and not gasoline.
Hydrogen bus

Let’s Talk
Ways to keep the air clean:
1. Take public transport.
2. Commute by bicycle.
3. Participate in carpool.

