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I shout from the hilltop, “I am Marcus Neff!

Hello! Hello! Let’s be friends!”

Until recently, I lived in Lucerne

where Papa owned a grocery store.

When he had to close it down,

Uncle Marco asked him to help on his farm

so we moved here, Papa, me and my dog Baron.

We now stay in a chalet  on the farm.

Destination: Maienfeld

*

*Chalet is a traditional Swiss house on a farm at the foot of a hill. The first floor is for
storage, the second floor has the living area and the bedrooms are on the third floor.



I wake up every morning to the sound

of bells ringing on the necks of cows.

Papa goes out to work on the farm

but the problem is we are strangers here.

People do not look at Baron and me

and they walk past without saying hello.

How do I get to know these people?

Right now, I am feeling so lonely.

One problem



I asked Papa if we could give the villagers a gift.

“We can make chocolates and write their names

on them,” I suggested to Papa.

“That’s a good idea. Let’s try it,” he said,

and together we made the chocolates

then wrote people’s names on them.

Baron and I took the chocolates

to each person’s chalet.

The chocolate



The chocolates were a big success!

People were very happy with them.

“It sure tastes great!”

“My name! It’s a shame to eat it!”

“How did your Papa come up with this idea?”

Some people asked for more chocolates.

The unexpected happens!



Papa used all his spare time to make chocolates.

“How about forming a chocolate company?”

Uncle Marco said. “We can work together.

The village people love your chocolates.

We’ll work together to make it, sell it

and we will divide the profits.

As for the shape of the chocolates,

we can ask Mr. Rafael in the village.

He has an artist’s eye for design.”

Uncle Marco’s suggestion

A company is an organization where people work together to get a

job done, work that cannot be achieved by one person. They also

divide the profits that come from doing their share of the work.



Several people were interested 

in forming the chocolate company 

and each contributed an amount of money 

to get the company started.

A factory that once produced wine 

was the location for the chocolate factory.

Each person received company stocks, 

the number of stocks depending on the amount 

of money that each person contributed.

Papa was the president of the company 

but he was not the type to give commands.

Everybody helped out and worked 

and we were like a special family.

Forming a company

*

*Stocks are documents that prove the investments of the owners of the company.
The percentage of ownership is determined by the amount of money a person
puts into the company. Companies with stocks are called a ‘corporation.’



Papa knew that the company needed a name

but he didn’t know what the right name was.

“I’d like our chocolates to be very special,”

he said to all the company owners.

Someone then said, “Why don’t you call it 

The Very Special Company Incorporated?”

Everyone clapped in agreement.

Choosing a company name



Papa is the president.

Johann is the team captain in charge of making

the chocolate.

Factory manager David prepares the ingredients

for the chocolate.

Uncle Marco supplies the milk from the farm.

Mr. Rafael designs the shape of the chocolates.

Claudia inspects the finished chocolates.

Mrs. Irma is in charge of packaging the finished

chocolates, and I am her assistant.

What each person does

Companies are divided into different departments

with people doing different types of work.



Papa said, “Today we will discuss

how our Special Chocolate should be made.”

David said, “Chocolate that is very sweet

is not so good for the health.”

“What if we made sugar-reduced chocolate?”

said Mr. Rafael.

Mrs. Irma remarked, “If chocolate is kept

in the refrigerator, it loses its flavor.

We should tell people that.”

Holding a meeting



Most chocolates are made in big factories.

Ours is made in a small factory.

Papa says chocolate from the big factories

is shiny and does not melt in the hands.

That is because they use vegetable oil

instead of cacao butter.

Vegetable oil spoils the flavor.

Our company uses only cacao butter.

Why our company is special – reason 1

The seed from a cacao plant is fried, then ground to produce a sticky substance. This is

cacao butter. The secret to creamy chocolate that melts in your mouth, is the cacao butter.



All the chocolates ordered, 

bear the name of the person  

who is receiving them.

Each chocolate is carefully made

and is packed with care.

The aim of our company is to make

every chocolate and every customer, special.

Why our company is special – reason 2



Claudia had a great idea,

of inviting disadvantaged children 

to the factory to see chocolates being made.

The children were so excited!

They each got a gift of chocolate

with their name written on it.

They shouted with delight.

“This one has my name!”

“This one is just for me!”

The company plans regular visits

for groups of children.

A special invitation



Papa handed an envelope to each person.

“Thank you everyone, for your hard work.

This is the profit from making and selling

our chocolates over this past year.

It is not a lot but it is a good start.

Now the food and wine are ready

and it is time to have a party

to celebrate our first year.”

Last day of the year

Corporations divide some of the profits that

are left over after company expenses are

taken care of. It is given to stockholders.



People want to know the secret ingredient

that we put in our Special Chocolate,

but it is not really a secret ingredient.

We just make our chocolate together

and put all our love and heart into it.

Love is the most special ingredient of all.

The ingredient of love



Switzerland is in Central Europe. The country was

part of the Holy Roman Empire and the Frankish

Empire in the early Middle Ages until it established

independence under the Treaty of Basel in 1499.

Over half of the country’s territory is mountainous

terrain. The Swiss Alps are a major tourist

attraction.

Swiss Yodel The Yodel is part of traditional

folksong passed down since the early Middle Ages.

The song is light and cheerful with rhythmic words,

such as “yodel-le-hee” sung with leaps of high and low

notes. What began as an imitation of the sound of a

wind instrument called the “alpenhorn,” was sung by

shepherds to gather their herds, or communicate with

each other. It is now popular as yodel song.

The Economy of Switzerland Switzerland

has one of the highest national per capita

incomes in the world. The country exports

electronic goods and watches and is especially

known for its reputable banking industry. 

The Swiss Alps are a major tourist attraction

and their chocolate is exported all around the

world.

Swiss Chocolate Chocolate is a very special

food product, and is referred to as a ‘food of the

gods.’  As Swiss chocolate became known

throughout the world, chocolate manufacturers

in Switzerland began to research new ways to make its chocolate more special and distinct. 

A wide variety of very special chocolate is available in Switzerland.

Marcus’s Homeland:SWITZERLAND

ABOUT THE STORY

Hello Boys and Girls,

I am Marcus and I live in a small village in Switzerland.

Houses in my village are decorated with window boxes

full of flowering begonias and geraniums.

Walk up the hill you will see sheep and cattle grazing.

Come to our factory, and you will see Special Chocolate.

We want our chocolate to be special to everyone.

We want it to bring sweet joy to those who are sad,

happiness to those who are cross, and pleasure to children.

To make this Very Special Chocolate, everyone works

to the best of their ability, because people deserve the best.

Is there someone you want to give a special gift?

Then pick up that gift from our company.

Sincerely, 

Marcus

A Very Special Chocolate

What is a company?

What do you need to set up a company?

What’s so special about certain companies?

Let's Think

Area: 41,284 km2

Capital: Berne

Major Language: German, French, 

Italian

▼Beautiful scenery of Switzerland

Switzerland

United Kingdom

Belgium Germany

Poland

Czech Republic

Slovakia

France
Austria

Hungary

Italy

Espana
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What Is a Company?

Individuals are capable of doing small amounts 

of work. However, when greater amount of work

is to be accomplished, and more money is

required, it becomes more difficult to work along. 

A company is an organization of people who

come together to accomplish greater loads of

work. Each individual is responsible for a specific

task that suits his or her skills. That way, the

work is done faster and more efficiently. The

money necessary to run a company is gathered by

selling company shares. A share denotes one’s

ownership in a company. The individual who

owns shares in a company, is entitled to part of

the company’s growth.

Setting up a Company

A company is made up of more than two members or ‘employees.’  In order to set up a

company, there must be a mailing address and a registered corporate name. A good corporate

name reflects the nature of the company’s business and catches the attention of consumers.

Considerable time and thought is invested in

creating a corporate name.

The Benefits of Working with
Others

Company tasks are assigned according to skills and

ability, allowing each individual to focus on and

develop one area of work. By performing one task

in repetition, each employee is able to develop

speed, producing more products of higher quality

in less time. The employee quickly becomes an

expert in one area of work. Whenever something

goes wrong, these experts come together so that

the problem can be identified and solved

efficiently.

Special Companies

Some companies care very little about the

health and well-being of their consumers.

They manufacture low-quality goods in

order to increase profits and levels of output.

On the other hand, there are companies that

invest great care and time into the

production of each item to ensure quality.

Such companies win the trust of consumers

and gain a good reputation. What determines 

the value of a product, is how trustworthy it

is, not how expensive it is. A special company

is one that produces trustworthy goods. 

The Special Cheese of the Imshil village

The Imshil village of Jeollabuk-do Province in South Korea, is known for their cheese. 

Long ago, a Belgian Catholic priest taught the poor farmers in the village, how to make cheese

with milk. The villagers made more and more cheese, eventually building a cheese factory.

Notable hotels and restaurants purchased the cheese and business expanded, leading to

partnerships with pizza companies. Together they created pizzas to cater for Korean taste

buds. For instance, the bulgogi pizza was created with locally produced cheese and the

traditional Korean dish. Instead of wheat flour, they used rice. Imshil Cheese Pizzas became

an immediate success and remains a nationwide pizza chain.

Let's Talk

Make your own company!

1. Think of a job that would be fun to do with others.

2. Recruit people and divide responsibilities.

3. Always do your best.

4. Share the joy of accomplishment.

▲Company organization

▲Cheese factory at Imshil

▲Division of labor at a chocolate factory
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