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It was the first Saturday afternoon in October, 
time for this year’s *Dicos d’or to begin. 
Mr. Vincent did not miss a single word. 
He wrote each one down correctly. 
“If I get this word, I’m in the main competition!” 
His face was flushed. He pulled at his hair. 
“Oh, I know this. How is it spelled? B-E-S-A…”  
 
At that moment, a contestant on the show 
got the correct answer. “B-E-S-A-I-G-U-E-S.”  
 
Mr. Vincent groaned. He knew it. 
Besaigues was carpenter’s tool.
 
*Dicos d’or or Golden Dictionaries is a popular French cultural program hosted 
by Bernard Pivot. The show tests the word spelling skills of its contestants. 



“It was on the tip of my tongue,” said Mr. Vincent.
He left his house and walked by the Seine River, 
towards Mr. Reynard Giles’ used book store. 
Stalls filled with old books, lined the street.



Mr. Reynard Giles was also a big fan of Dicos d’or.                                                                After he had said goodbye to Mr. Reynard Giles,    
He said to Mr. Vincent, “Did you get all the answers                                                           Mr. Vincent walked on trying to remember     
in today’s Dicos d’or?”                                                                                                                            where he had seen the word besaigues.               
                                                                                                                                                                               Suddenly, he stopped. “The Red Chair!
“No. A word was on the tip of my tongue                                                                                 That’s it! I saw it in my book The Red Chair!”               
but I could not remember it,” Mr. Vincent said.  



When he got home, he raced into the store-room. 
There were boxes of book everywhere. 
He called to his wife, “Dear, have you seen my book?”  
 
“What book?” she called back.  
 
“The Red Chair! Did you take it to the flea market?”  
 
“Of course, I didn’t!” Mrs. Vincent replied.  
 
But Mr. Vincent was remembering 
what had happened to his knitted hat.



Oh, that hat! He had been so angry and upset.                                                                        The hat did look a little silly 
He had grown up in southern France                                                                                             but it was the colors of his hometown, 
and when he got his first job in Paris,                                                                                              blue ocean, yellow sunflowers, red roofs.
his mother had knitted him a hat                                                                                                      He had cherished that knitted hat, 
to keep his head warm in winter.                                                                                                      and without a word, Mrs. Vincent
                                                                                                                                                                                had taken it to the flea market.



“You bring that up again!” cried Mrs. Vincent. 
“If I had not taken that hat to the flea market, 
you would not have met Mr. Reynard Giles.”  
 
She was right. Mr. Vincent came across a man 
wearing a hat identical to his. His knitted hat! 
The man was Mr. Reynard Giles who proudly said 
it was the warmest hat he had ever worn.  
 
Mr. Vincent did not have the heart to ask  
the man to sell the hat back to him.  
But he kept going back to the bookstore 
and after some time, Mr. Reynard Giles 
found out why. He offered to return the hat  
but Mr. Vincent refused to take it.
He thought the bookseller looked better 
in the knitted hat, than he did.  
 
The two men became close friends.



This time, it was not Mrs. Vincent’s fault. 
She had not taken the book to the flea market, 
although Mr. Vincent said that she had. 
They were not speaking to each other. 

“Let’s look for Papa’s book,” said Marie. 
“We may find another like it, somewhere.”  
 
“I’m sure Mr. Reynard Giles could find it,” 
her brother Michel said.



When they saw Mr. Reynard Giles, they asked him 
if he had ever heard of a book called The Red Chair. 
They explained why the book was important.  
 
Mr. Reynard Giles did not know the book. 
“I believe it is very old. I have not seen it.”



The children would not give up hope. 
They looked at all the bookstores along the river 
but they did not find The Red Chair anywhere. 
They left their telephone number 
in case a copy of the book turned up.



Mr. Vincent received a telephone call  
from his friend Mr. Reynard Giles. 
“Your children looked for your book all day.”
 
Mr. Vincent was surprised. “Really?”  
 
“Do you really think you’ve lost that story?” 
said his friend. “Think about it. 
Surely you kept that book somewhere safe.”



“Come on in, kids,” Mr. Vincent said. 
“Did you know I found The Red Chair?”  
 
“You did?” cried the children, “Where?”  
 
Mr. Vincent tapped his chest. 
“It was here in my heart, and I forgot I had it.”



“The Red Chair is about a boy who is big but weak. 
His father, a carpenter, made him a red wheelchair. 
I was given that book when I was ten years old. 
All my childhood memories are inside it.”  
 
Marie and Michel could feel how special 
that book was to their father. 
It was the one book in the whole wide world 
that really belonged to him.



That night, Mr. Vincent prepared the dinner. 
He made his specialty, a *Bretagne seafood dish 
and his wife made their favorite onion soup. 
Mr. Vincent said to her, “I’m sorry, Honey. 
I over-reacted yesterday, about that book. 
I felt that I had lost my whole childhood. 
But everyone has their own story buried 
like a treasure in their heart, forgotten 
until suddenly it is remembered again. 
I realized that story has lit up my heart 
and has been there all these years.”  
 
“I understand,” said Mrs. Vincent to him. 
“But now the book has gone, what will you do?”
 
“It’s okay,” he said. “Somewhere, that story 
is lighting up another person’s heart. 
May that book travel far and wide.”
 
*Bretagne or Brittany is a coastal region in northeast France 
and is well-known for fresh seafood and crepes. 



The wind grew colder. 
Soon winter would be there again. 
No one had heard anything yet 
about the book The Red Chair. 
But Mr. Vincent carries it in his heart 
and sometimes dreams of his younger days.



Appreciating Your Belongings

Let’s Think

FRANCE: Michel’s Homeland

Eiffel Tower

The Economy of France

Emptying the Attic

ABOUT THE STORY
ABOUT THE COUNTRY

Hello Girls and Boys, 
   
I am Michel and I live in Paris, the capital city of France. 
When you walk across the bridge of the River Seine, 
you will see green stands with piles of used books. 
Crowds of people look through the stacks 
as though they are searching for treasure. 
So what if these treasures aren’t expensive? 
If you find what you want, isn’t that a treasure? 
The Red Chair was a treasure for my father 
and the hat was a treasure for Mr. Reynard Giles. 
I hope whoever has my father’s book, 
cherishes it as much as he did. 
Is there something you own 
that means a lot to you? 
    
Sincerely, 
Michel 

What is your most treasured possession? 
How do you think you would feel after  
  buying an item you didn’t need? 
What do you do with items you no longer 
  find useful?

France is the third largest country in Europe and is  
in the western region of the continent. France has  
a long history of democracy, republican tradition and  
rich cultural heritage. Culture, arts, music, and theater, 
are concentrated in the capital Paris that has become  
known as the center of European cultures. The French 
cuisine and fashion industries also flourish.

The Eiffel Tower was constructed to celebrate the 1889  
Paris Exposition Universelle. It is an iron tower designed  
by French architect Gustave Eiffel. Initially,  
the completion of the iron tower measuring 300 meters  
high, was met with opposition. Some viewed the tower  
as an obstruction to the scenery. Today, the Eiffel Tower 
has become an icon of France.

Area: 543,965 km2 
Capital: Paris 
Major Language: French

France is both an industrial and agricultural country. It has the largest agricultural industry 
in Europe, supplying food products throughout the continent. French wine is among  
the finest in the world, both in production and quality. Wheat and dairy products are also  
high. Other main exports include natural resources such as coal, gold and iron. France is  
advanced in nuclear energy, aerospace and high-speed transport.

Rummage sales are held frequently in France. They are perfect 
opportunities for people to clean out their storage rooms,  
of old or unused items and sell them or exchange them with  
neighbors. The French name for a garage sale is ‘Vide Grenier’  
which means ‘to empty the attic.’ Many people in France find  
greater values in older items than in new ones. The French  
are a frugal people with a sense of economy.

 The Eiffel Tower



Purchases Based on Needs

Who Made the Things You Own?

100% Use

Bought and Thrown Away

Following Trends

Let’s Talk!

ABOUT THE ECONOMY ABOUT THE ECONOMY

When do you decide to buy something? Many  
times we buy items because we need them, but  
there are also times when this is not the case. We 
buy something because we think it is a good buy  
or it might be nice to have. With such purchases,  
we tend to lose interest quickly or even regret  
buying them in the first place. It is important  
to carefully consider whether an item or a need  
or a want. It is helpful to make a list of need and  
set your budget before you go shopping. That  
way, you reduce chances of buying items you  
don’t need and may regret.

Have you ever thought of where the things you own, came from? Many of your  
possessions may have been made in factories. Even so, they all go through human  
hands before coming to you. When you purchase an item and use it, think about  
the person who made it, the way you think about the farmer who cultivated the rice 
you eat. Once you recognize that amount of care and effort put into the making  
of the items you own, there is no way you can use them carelessly, or waste them.  
A new perspective on your belongings, helps you take better care of them.

You will know what it means to use an item 100% if you  
take a look at the way the French find items they need  
at flea markets and Vide Greniers. If an item with  
a lifespan of 10 years is thrown away after a few uses,  
the item has not been used 100%. If however, the item  
s passed on to someone else who can find a use for it,  
the item has the potential to be used completely. If you  
own something you no longer find useful, pass it on  
to someone else. This will be a great way of reducing  
waste of resources, and it will also help you to appreciate 
what you own.

To many, the world we live in may seem rich  
in resources. This is why people have very little  
appreciation for their possessions. Because things  
can be obtained easily, people also tend to get rid  
of things easily. This isn’t simply an issue of  
wasting money. The problem in such consumption 
patterns lies in the attitude that overlooks what  
is important – the joy you feel when you buy  
something you really need. The gratitude you feel  
over the things you consume and use, will enrich  
your shopping experiences.

The people of South Korea tend to be sensitive to trends. Many people replace older  
versions of a product with new models, even when there is nothing wrong with the older  
model. For example, many people trade in their cellular phones when a new model is  
released. Have you ever asked your parents to buy you something that is a current trend?  
Trends constantly change. Once you follow a trend, you enter a vicious cycle of wasteful 
consumption. The longer you remain in the cycle of trends, the shorter the time you remain 
satisfied with the things you own. What must you do in order to attain lasting satisfaction  
in the things you consume and use? You may want to begin by considering the use and  
value of an item, above its outer appearance.

Things we can do to develop humble consumption  
  patterns. 
1. Consider whether an item is a need or a want  
    before purchasing. 
2. Take better care of your belongings. 
3. Appreciate the people who made the things you own. 
4. Give away items you no longer find useful.

Care and effort into the making of a good

Used items

A time-honored item






