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Mr. Smith is a very wealthy man.
He is a *real estate developer.
What is a real estate developer?
I will explain it to you.

*Real estate is property that cannot be moved such as land or buildings.

Mr. Smith pays a small amount of money
for land in up-and-coming areas.
Then to the people living on that land,
he gives money to help them move.

CRASH! CRASH!
THUD! THUD!
The wrecking machinery goes in
and the old houses come down.
In their place, grow tall new buildings.
Outside, the new buildings look grand
but the inside is made of cheap materials.

Redevelopment is raising the values of the area and making it
more functional when an old building that was constructed
a long time ago is demolished and a new structure is built.

Developers have many ways of making a profit from the areas they have developed.
First, since land prices go up, they can re-sell the land to make a profit, or rent out
the newly constructed building and make a profit from the rent money.

Mr. Smith sells his new buildings at high prices,
or rents them out for high rents.
By doing so, he gets richer day by day.
Mr. Smith lives alone on the top floor
of the tallest building he has made.
Sometimes, he looks down on his kingdom,
holds his head, and says, “Oh! My head!”
Mr. Smith suffers from severe headaches
without knowing what causes them.

Recently, Mr. Smith’s headaches got worse.
There was a reason for that.
He had noticed a small piece of land
that had not yet been developed.
He decided to build high-rise apartments.
He got the building permits he needed
and then began to buy the land and houses
to make the people move.

F. inally, there was only one house left.
Well, it was not really a house.
It was an old, worn trailer home.
But the owner did not want to move.
No matter how hard Mr. Smith tried
to persuade the owner, he refused
to get off the land. No wonder
Mr. Smith’s headaches
were getting worse.

Today, Mr. Smith went to see the trailer owner.
“I’ll offer you twice the land price to get out!”
But the owner wasn’t interested in money.
“I don’t care how much you offer.
I’m never going to sell this land.”

Mr. Smith was very angry. He was
turning to leave, when a girl came
running out of the trailer home.
“Sir, please wait! My name is Anna!”
“Little girl,” snapped Mr. Smith,
“I am very busy!”
But Anna grabbed Mr. Smith’s hands,
and said, “In this place, there was
a house where Daddy lived when
he was a little boy. His parents died
early, so unfortunately, he didn’t
live here for very long, but it was
the place where he was the happiest.
Daddy worked hard and saved to buy
this land, so our family could live
here again, once he had built
our house.”

Anna took Mr. Smith to the back of the trailer
where a large waterproof cover was spread
over a heap of sawn logs.
“Whenever Daddy has some money,
he buys logs and stacks them here.
Daddy will build the house himself.”
Mr. Smith stared at the logs.
He didn’t know what to say.

Anna showed Mr. Smith a tattered piece
of paper. “This is the building plan
that Daddy and I drew.
See this attic room?
That will be my room.
And there’s a big kitchen
for Mom to cook in.”

Anna’s mother came out of the trailer.
“This land holds memories for my husband,
and it holds dreams of hope for our family.”
Mr. Smith quickly got into his car,
and Anna called, “I’m sorry, Mr. Smith,
but we are not moving anywhere.”

When Mr. Smith returned home,
his headache got much worse.
He decided to go to bed early
because he was very tired.
But the light in his bedroom
stayed on all night.

A few days passed and Mr. Smith went back
to visit Anna’s family. He talked for a long time
and in the end, the family decided to move.
What made them change their minds?

CRASH! CRASH!
THUD! THUD!
The old houses quickly disappeared.

Mr. Smith did not construct
a tall apartment building.
He built cozy little houses.
He used good quality materials
to make beautiful strong houses
surrounded by gardens and trees.
He built the kind of homes
where the elderly could sit in the sun
and the children could run and play.

Among those beautiful houses
was one that was exactly like
the house in Anna’s drawing!

Mr. Smith said to the family,
“When I was young I had a dream
to build a pretty house with my own hands.
Somehow, I lost that dream. I was too busy
constructing tall matchbox buildings.
Anna, thank you for helping me
to find my long lost dream.”

Today, as always,
Mr. Smith was on the highest floor
of the tallest building he had constructed.
When he looks down, he can see green.
He can see trees and gardens
and a row of cozy strong houses.
Remarkable, Mr. Smith’s headaches
have disappeared like melted snow.

Development does not necessarily bring profits and satisfaction to everyone.
Through development, someone loses a cherished memory or a beloved place.
Moreover, excessive development can cause damage to the environment
as well as cultural heritage. Thoughtless development can ruin a city.
Development needs to take into consideration, people and nature.

CANADA: Anna’s Homeland

ABOUT THE STORY

In the Shadows of Development

Canada is a large country on the far north of the
continent of North America. Canada is one of the
largest countries in the world, second only to Russia.
Because a large majority of the land is located near
the North Pole, and its climate cold, the population
is concentrated in the south.

Hello Girls and Boys,
I am Anna from Canada.
Not long ago, I moved into the house
that Mr. Smith built for my family.
His original plan was to build a skyscraper
on the land he purchased from us.
Instead, he built beautiful cozy houses.
Why did he change his mind?
I think he was reminded of his old dreams,
when he talked to our family.
I think he realized that dreams and memories
are more important than making heaps of money.
We are very happy with the house Mr. Smith built.
We live in a time when cities change overnight.
We should not forget important values
in this rapidly changing world.
Sincerely,
Anna

ABOUT THE COUNTRY

The Land of the Inuit
Area: 9,984,670 km2
Capital: Ottawa
Major Languages:
English, French

The Inuit people occupy the northern regions of
Canada and have lived there for thousands of years,
trapping animals and fishing. The early English settlers
called them ‘Eskimos,’ meaning ‘eaters of raw meat’.
The Iroquois, Ojibwa and many other aboriginal
peoples live in Canada.

The Economy of Canada
Farmers in Canada have access to large areas of land, thereby producing large amounts
of wheat, barley, maize and other farm crops. Canada is located near ocean waters and
has access to the Great Lakes, so that its main industry is fishing. It is rich in natural
resources such as iron ore, nickel, oil and coal, and is surrounded by forest areas that
produce lumber and pulp for paper.

Beautiful Landscapes
Let’s Think
What defines a city?
What is involved in the construction
of residential and commercial buildings?
What takes priority – development
or conservation?

The mountain and forest areas of Canada are
home to bears, wolves, deer and other wild
animals. The Rocky Mountains go from Mexico
through the United States of America and
through Canada. They are considered a paradise
for many wild animals. There are some 1.5 million
lakes in Canada, and many rivers generate
hydro-electric power.
A country of lakes
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About Cities

Development vs. Conservation

A city is an area that has developed alongside
expansion of business and industries. Cities are
densely populated in contrast to rural areas. City
life is relatively more convenient because it has
leisure facilities and public transport systems
developed to cater for people’s needs. Some of
the disadvantages of city life are high levels of
pollution, traffic, and high cost of land. New
buildings are constantly being constructed.

Building Apartments

Skyscrapers in the city

In cities, the most common form of residential housing is the apartment. Since the city
is highly populated and the land limited, apartments, condominiums and town houses
are highly developed. In order to construct an apartment building, land must first be
available for purchase. Construction companies or individuals must then buy the land,
construct a building and finally sell it. Old apartment undergo what is called
redevelopment, the building torn down and a new one erected.

What Is Real Estate Speculation?
Speculation refers to the purchase of something
in the hope that it will increase in value and can be
sold at a profit. Real estate speculation implies that
you are looking for a large profit in a short period
through the purchase of residential buildings or land.
Consequently, the price of houses and land continues
to increase, making the situation more and more
difficult for people looking for residential housing
or land for farming.

Apartment construction site

Developments bring abundance and
convenience to our lives. This is the reason by
old buildings are being replaced with new
buildings that are higher, bigger, better and
stronger. But is every development good?
The beautiful landscapes we see today may
not exist a year from now. Good memories
related to certain places may cease to exist
outside of our minds and photos. Another
name for development could well be
destruction. We must choose wisely between
development and conservation, especially
in this age of rapid change.

A gallery built in a school

The Beautiful Transformation of a Closed School
There are many abandoned schools in rural areas. This is because of increasing migration
to urban areas and decreasing numbers of families and school-aged children in rural areas.
The closing of our schools makes the overall atmosphere of rural areas, depressing.
Nowadays, these abandoned schools are taking on new identities. Instead of leaving these
schools abandoned, they are being renovated and made into art galleries, cafes and
lodging facilities. This allows people to revisit the places and memories of their childhood,
and reduces the cost of constructing an entirely new building.

Let’s Talk!
There’s a better option to tearing down old buildings
and erecting new ones!
1. Look for an old abandoned property in your
neighborhood. How could it be fixed?
2. There are many empty houses in rural areas.
How can they be used?
3. How would you renovate an abandoned school?
Be creative!
4. What items increase in value as they get older?

