┃나눔1·필리핀┃

Economy & Culture Storybook
38. THE PHILIPPINES-After the Typhoon

After the Typhoon - The Philippines
━
나
눔

1
●

필
리
핀
━

Written by So-yeong Jeong
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big & SMALL

<탄탄 세계어린이 경제마을>은 세계 각국의 문화와 역사, 삶의 이야기를 담고 있는
경제 동화입니다. 어린이들에게 경제와 윤리에 대한 새로운 가치관을 심어 주며,
보다 넓고 큰 비전을 가지고 미래를 향해 나아가게 해 줄 것입니다.

글 정소영

대학에서 문예 창작을 전공한 후, 아이를 키우며 방송 구성 작가로 일하고 있습니다.

After the Typhoon - The Philippines

그동안 쓴 글로는 <코로 말하는 코끼리>, <멀리뛰기 선수 캥거루>, <내 친구 검정눈물> 등이 있습니다.
그림 라우라 오르솔리니

이탈리아 로마에서 태어났고, <극장에 갑니다>, <찰칵> 등 많은 그림책들의 그림을 그렸습니다.
2001년에 스토리에 디 시트 상을 수상했으며, 2006년에는 볼로냐 국제 어린이 도서전에 작품이 전시되었습니다.
<태풍이 지나간 뒤>를 그리는 동안 필리핀 빈민촌의 삶과 희망을 담아내기 위해 노력했습니다.
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There has been wind and rain for one week.
This is not unusual in Manila in September.
The wind blows rain against the tin roof,
pitter-patter, pitter-patter, plip-plop.
Rain drips into the buckets on the floor.
What if our shack collapses?
I can’t sleep.

My name is Marco.
People call the place where we live “Trash Village.”
This is where the trash from *Metro Manila comes.
Early in the morning, when the rain stops a while,
Dad and I fill our sacks with recyclable trash, plastic bottles,
aluminum cans, glass and wire, broken electrical appliances.
*Metro Manila is a governing body made up of four major metropolitan cities
including Manila and Quezon, and a group of municipalities.

Clink! Clink!
A few coins drop into a tin can.
Today my family will live on these coins.
My dream is to live in a house that can withstand
even the strongest rain and wind;
but that is only a dream and maybe this
is the way we will always live.

Dad and I go home through narrow alleys.
There is a strange energy in the hot air.
The palms trees shake their heads and bend low,
and the sky is already dark like evening.
People listening to a radio, call to us,
“A typhoon is coming! A huge storm!”

People from trash village escape to the church,
my family pack a few things and go there, too.
The wind is growling like an angry tiger
and rain is pouring so hard, it seems
as though the sky is falling down.
I quietly pray over and over again,
‘Please let our house be all right!’

Nervously, we go back to our shack.
There is not much left.
The typhoon has destroyed our home.

The rain falls silently and so do my tears.
I eat a piece of bread, and feel angry.
Why did this happen to us?
There’s nothing we did wrong!

A few weeks go by, and something happens.
The priest calls to me. “Hey, Marco!
Your family will have a new house soon!”
That’s when I learn that a charity group
that builds houses for homeless people,
has decided to make a real house for us.
My dream has come true!

Organizations around the world build houses for the homeless,
for free. Building houses help people to find new hope.

A *jeepney stops and people get out.
The leader of the group, shakes my hand.
“Hello! You must be Marco!” he says.
These people have taken time off work
and come a long way on a plane,
to build this house for us. Trucks follow,
filled with construction materials.
People have donated money to buy it,
and although they didn’t know us,
they want to help.
*A jeepney is a large bus that looks like a cross between a jeep
and a car. Jeepneys are means of public transport in the Philippines.

They put cement on bricks
and lay them one by one.
People dig with shovels
and prepare the ground for the house.

They add water and gravel to cement
to pour the concrete foundation.

The chief man carries a pack of bricks.
I hand him a bottle of water, and he drinks.
“Thank you, Marco. That is good,” he says.
“Your new house will soon be finished.”
“Why are you helping us?” I ask.
The chief smiles. “My time here is only
a little part of my life. But it gives me
great pleasure if I can add some happiness
and smiles to this world.”
Financial support is not the only means of helping those
in need. We can help others by sharing our love, attention,
time, skills and talents. Sharing leads to greater happiness.

Finally, our new house is done!
It is a solid house that can stand
against a fierce beating
from typhoon wind and rain.
I am so happy with our new house!
From deep inside my heart,
gratitude comes welling up.

Pitter-patter!
Pitter-patter!
The rain falls but now
I can sleep deeply.

It is daytime and the sun is shining.
I am doing the most wonderful work!
I’m helping to build someone’s house
so I can share the joy and happiness.
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PHILIPPINES: Marco’s Homeland

Warmth in Giving
The Philippines is east of the Pacific Ocean and is made up
of some 7,107 small islands that form the shape of a necklace.
Each of the islands is marked by steep hills and valleys and
is rich in tropical rainforests. The country is on the Pacific
Earthquake Belt and suffers frequent damage due to
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions.

Hello Boys and Girls,
I am Marco and I’m from Manila, Philippines.
My family is really poor, but being poor
does not make our life miserable.
It is just inconvenient.
Something horrible happened to us.
We lost our house. It may have been shabby
but it was our home and all that we had.
Then a ray of hope came like sunshine.
A group of volunteers built a house for us.
I wondered why they wanted to help us
but soon I realized that to help others
is to help oneself, because it is fulfilling
to lend a helping hand to someone
who has suffered loss.

Hot and Humid Climate
Area: 310,000 km2
Capital: Manila
Major Languages:
Filipino, English

The weather is hot and the rainfall heavy in the Philippines,
much like its neighboring countries in Southeast Asia.
The Philippines has both dry and wet seasons. It is cool
and dry between November and February, and it is hot
and dry from March to June. During the wet season
between July and October, rainfall is so heavy that flooding
occurs. Typhoons are a regular occurrence, taking place
about 20 times annually. At times typhoons are so strong
that schools are closed.

The Economy of the Philippines
The Philippines is rich in underground resources such as copper, gold, iron ore, chromium,
nickel and coal. The main agricultural products are rice, sugar cane, coconuts, bananas, kiwi
fruit and rubber. These products are exported to countries around the world. Due to the
increasing gap between the rich and the poor, and because of an industrial structure that
relies heavily on resources, the economy of the Philippines has not become well advanced.

Sincerely,
Marco

Jeepney
Let’s Think
What is volunteer work and how is it done?
Who is in need to volunteer work?
What should be the attitude of someone
who volunteers?

Jeepneys were made from revamping USA jeeps used during
the Second World War. With their colorful décor and loud music,
jeepneys are the most popular public transport in the Philippines.
The jeepney can seat about 18 people, but accommodate double
that number.
A jeepney with flamboyant decoration
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One Way to Share – Volunteer Work

The Activities of Non-Governmental Organizations

Volunteer work is wok done voluntarily for a committed period
of time, without receiving compensation. The important thing
in volunteer activities is that people commit to helping out
of their own free will. Work done as a result of another’s
instruction or decision is not considered volunteer work.

You may have heard of NGOs. NGO stands for Non
-Governmental Organization. An NGO is comprised of
individuals, regardless of ethnicity or nationality, with
similar goals and purposes, who function at an
international level. They deal with issues like human
rights, environmental concerns or poverty, and their
goal is to find solutions without political intervention.
Many individuals working for an NGO make personal
sacrifices to work in war-torn zones, disease-inflicted
areas and places devastated by natural disasters.

Where Does Volunteer Work Take Place?
Whenever and wherever there is a need, volunteer work takes
place. It occurs in local social service facilities, centers for
persons with disabilities, senior homes or orphanages. There
are plenty of organizations that lack manpower and resources
and are in need of volunteers. The help of volunteers is urgent
in areas in need of disaster relief. Volunteer assistance can
bring quick recovery to countries struck by typhoons and
flooding, earthquakes and other unexpected disasters.
Normally, volunteers are the first to show up to these sites.

Volunteers harvesting food

The Miracle of Taean
Volunteering for nothing
in return

Various Ways to Volunteer
Volunteer activities require one to offer mental and
physical help for the sake of another. First, volunteers
can visit a site afflicted by disaster and can take part
in physical labor. We can help build houses by stacking
brick and wood, or even help to make kimchi
for the poor by washing and cutting up cabbages. There
are many ways to offer physical help. Those who are
talented in playing the piano can visit children’s facilities
to teach children music, and those who are skilled cooks
can visit rural areas to make homemade meals
for senior citizens.
Helping hands

A head-on collision between a large oil tanker and a crane on the waters of Taean, Korea
in 7th December 2007 resulted in the biggest oil spill in Korean history. The black mass
of oil, swept by currents, covered the entire coastline. The fishing grounds were
devastated and experts were skeptical about recovery. But a miracle happened. Tens
of thousands of people visited the coast daily to help clean up the oil spill, wiping oil
of rocks and beaches by hand. What could have been a long nightmare was changed
to a hope by the help and support of many volunteers.

Let’s Talk!
Let’s think of ways to volunteer!
1. Find out whether anyone you know is a volunteer.
2. Ask yourself, ‘What can I offer?’
3. Find out about local needs and opportunities
to volunteer.
4. Discuss how a volunteer is supposed
to think and do.

