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I went with Mama to the supermarket.
“Laika," she said, "what do you want for supper?”
“I want *feijoada,” I said to Mama,
“and pizza and crispy grilled fish.”
There are so many things I want to eat.
I can’t stand it when I am hungry.
If there was a school test that asked,
‘Write down 100 favorite foods,’
I would get the best grade in my class.
*Feijoada: A Brazilian dish of pork, black beans and boiled tomatoes that is cooked
and then tossed with boiled rice or manioc which is similar to potato.

After loading our car with all kinds of food,
we drove out of the supermarket car park.
I saw a group of people, chanting and singing
and holding up a picture of a man.
“Mama, what are those people doing?”
“Oh,” said Mama. “That’s an election campaign.
Soon the city will be choosing a new mayor.
Candidates start a campaign like this
to announce their policies in public.
These policies are to make Brasilia
a better city to live in for us citizens.”
A local government is a system organized to look after politics and clerical work
of a certain district. It is made up of people elected by the citizens in that district.
The elected mayor and other members of the city council, design and apply plans
that will make the lives of the citizens in their district, happier and more comfortable.

Mama said the traffic was too heavy,
so she turned the car around and we ended up
going down an unknown street of old buildings.
People in ragged clothes sat here and there
and a woman with a baby and young children
was looking through a garbage bin.
“Look, Mama! That woman must be hungry!”
I pressed my face against the car window,
staring until the woman disappeared.
In a corner of a developing city of plenty, there is an area where the poor and
neglected survive. One of the matters the local governments have to address is
the provision of minimum means of survival, that is, food and shelter, so that the poor
can live healthier lives. These people are also valuable citizens of the community.

Supper after shopping, was always a feast,
but that night I did not feel like eating.
Papa asked, “What’s wrong with our Laika?”
Mama replied, “She’s been like that ever since
she saw a woman going through the trash.”
I said to my parents, “Why was she hungry?
Why doesn’t the government help her?”
“It does help,” said Papa. “But there are so many,
and the money is not enough to go around.”
I said, “If I become mayor, no one will be hungry!”

I decided to find a way to help.

I looked at books and newspapers in the library.

I thought hard and thought some more.

I asked Mama and Papa detailed questions.

There were only two weeks left
before the election of Brasilia’s new mayor.
My policy for the city was complete at last.
After supper, I stood before my family and said,
“If I ever become mayor, I promise
that every citizen will have the right to eat.”

Policy normally refers to the course of action and future purposes
of the government or an organization. State policy refers to the policies
of a country. The course of action and plans of individuals and
organizations are called policies only as long as they are a public matter.

“First, I will turn the city’s unused land into a food market.
If there is to be a market, we will need to have a building.
The city will invest money in a big strong building.
The citizens’ taxes will not go to waste.

Land that the city owns is called city land. The local government can
use this land to build a park or public facility for the citizens.
The money used to make these things is from the citizen’s taxes.

“At the market, farmers will sell their produce,
such as meat and fish and vegetables.
The farmers do not have to pay rent for the space
and they won’t have to pay other people
to sell their products, so everything will be cheap.
It will be of good quality, too.
Everyone will have fresh food.”

“The citizens will all come to the market,
rich and poor alike, to buy good cheap food.
Although the farmer’s profit margin may be small,
they will make more money than before
because they will sell so much.”

“If I become mayor, I will build a big restaurant
in one of the empty lots owned by the city.
I hope this restaurant will be built
by contributions from our citizens.
In return the restaurant will have the name,
THE CITIZEN’S RESTAURANT.”

“The ingredients for the restaurant’s dishes
will be bought cheaply at the market.
The restaurant workers will be volunteers
and a meal will cost the minimum of one *Real.
*Real is the Brazilian currency.

“The money made at the restaurant Monday to Friday
will provide free meals for the homeless people
and the street people on the weekends.
The Citizens’ Restaurant will be for rich and poor.
Everyone should have the right to eat.”

Mama and Papa clapped their hands.
"how did you think of all that, Laika?
We are so proud of our caring daughter!
If only all that could come true in Brasilia
then no one would starve anymore."
Mama and Papa agreed with policy.
Does that mean I should campaign for mayor?

The answer is no. I’m too young for that.
Instead I will send a letter to the candidate
my family is supporting.

Dear Respected Mayor Candidate,
Have you eaten?
I feel most unhappy
when I'm hungry.
I have no energy. I feel irritated.
If a person was always hungry,
that person could never be happy.
As long as there are people
who are too poor to eat,
this city can never be a happy place.
If I were mayor,
I would do the following.
(Please look at my sketchbook.)

There is a local government that has applied a plan like Laika's
'Everyone has the right to eat' policy. It is Belo Horizonte in brazil.
In Many other local government in the world, efforts are being made
to come up with original plans like these. These plans improve
the quality of living for the citizens as well as bringing economic benefits.
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BRAZIL: Laika’s Homeland

Hello Boys and Girls,
I am Laika from Brasilia in Brazil.
I saw starving people in the back streets
and I was shocked to learn that some people
did not have enough money to buy food.
Food is absolutely necessary to maintain life,
yet these people did not have enough to eat.
I realized how privileged I am to have food.
I strongly felt that no one should starve in my city
so I came up with a plan of my own
to build a farmers’ market on vacant land.
If farmers sell their produce directly,
the consumer’s price would be lower.
I also want to build a large restaurant where a meal
can be bought cheaply and free meals for the homeless
are supplied at the weekends. Isn’t that a great idea?
I sent my policy to one of the candidates
running for mayor of Brasilia.
I believe he loves this city and its citizens, as much as I do.
Sincerely,
Laika

Brazil is the largest country in South America
and the fifth largest in the world. It is so big that both
the equator and the tropic of Capricorn run through
the country. Brazil has 10 bordering countries.

The Amazon Tropical Rainforest

Area: 8,514,047 km2
Capital: Brasilia
Major Language:
Portuguese

The Economy of Brazil

The Amazon River is arguable the second longest
river in the world and flows through Brazil. A number
of tropical rainforests surround the river. The Amazon
tropical rainforest occupies 40% of the entire land
of Brazil and accounts for significant supplies
of the earth’s oxygen and water. It is inhabited
by many rare species of plants and animals.
According to environmentalists, however, damage
to tropical rainforests is so severe that they may
disappear within the next 200 years.

The principal agricultural products of Brazil are coffee, sugar, beans and oranges. The land
is rich in natural underground resources such as iron and aluminum. The Brazilian car and
electronics industries are developed.

Country of Carnivals
Let’s Think
What is local autonomy
and why do people get involved?
How is local autonomy established?
What are some problem areas of the city
you live in and how can improvements be made?

A special carnival is held in Brazil every February, attracting
locals and visitors from around the world. The origin of this
carnival goes back to the Portuguese settlers of the 16th
century. Adding an African flavor to the carnival has made it
dynamic and exciting. The carnival is also called the “Samba
Festival”. Samba is a dance that the African people of Brazil
have traditionally danced. The fast two-four rhythm
of the samba makes the dance energetic and uplifting.
People show up at the carnivals, in elaborate fancy dress,
and ready to dance.
Carnival performer
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What Is Local Autonomy?
Local autonomy is a form of government wherein
a representative is appointed to consider all local
matters. Democracy refers to a government
for the people and by the people: local government
helps to fulfill the purpose of democracy. Through
local autonomy, residents are given the opportunity
to contribute to their community and take part
in local affairs.

How Is Local Autonomy Established?
Korea has two self-governing bodies: one that
functions on a wider scale and another that functions
Placing ballots
on a small scale. Each city and district has a council
for the next city mayor
comprised of councilmen who are elected by local
residents. The councilmen consider the opinions
of residents, supervise the activities of the municipalities
and formulate local laws and policies for residents.
At city hall and provincial offices, elected mayors and
provincial governors are responsible for all local affairs.
Public servants are also divided into several posts
to work for the province.

Managing the Local Government
Self-governing bodies need accountability
to ensure that they are working for the good
of the residents. When residents trust the self
-governing body to make optimal decisions, they
will cooperate with it and support it. Residents
hould actively participate in elections. We must
vote for potential local representatives who know
the area well and are trustworthy enough to work
for the good of the residents and the local district. Hanok village in Jeonju, South Korea

A Model of Self-government in South Korea
Today, each self-governing body is responsible for drawing up local policies, many of
which contribute to economic growth and activities in the area. Traditional Korean
houses found in Jeonju City, attract visitors from all around the world. Jeju Island is
focused on tourism. Special festivals also promote local areas, for example the Jinhae
Cherry Blossom Festival, Geumsan Ginseng Festival and the Jiri Mountain Wild Herb
Festival. Many local governments also organize international conferences or sports
tournaments to help the economy.

Local Issues and Difficulties

City Hall in Seoul

Each self-governing body is responsible for
managing local issues in favor of local residents.
What are some of the difficulties that provinces
in Korea contend with? In some areas, there is
poor housing in overpopulated areas, traffic
problems associated with increasing number
of cars, and environmental problems caused
by increasing amounts of waste. On the other
hand, rural communities have a shortage of
workers and very little economic growth,
due to migration to larger cities.

Let’s Talk!
Let’s observe our own local governments!
1. How can we observe what is happening? We can
send out questionnaires, arrange for interviews with local
residents, clip newspaper or magazine articles.
2. Visit the local city hall’s homepage and see what is being
done about big issues.
3. Think of solutions to identified problems in your area.
4. Start a local school newspaper and write down what you
have investigated plus any possible solutions.

Dear Laika,
Thank you for your letter.
It moved me very much.
I am in complete agreement with you.
All citizens have the right to eat.
I have been thinking about this
for a long time.
If I become mayor,
I will do my best to make sure
that no person in this city goes hungry.
Sending my appreciation,
Candidate number one, Julio Soriano

