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두개의 세상

글 신혜은

성균관대학교에서 아동학을 전공한 아동 심리학자입니다. 지금까지 많은 어린이 책을 기획하고

글을 썼습니다. 지은 책으로는 <내 배꼽 보았니?>, <비가 오면>, <나비잠> 등이 있습니다.

그림 지젤포터

포드 아일랜드 디자인 학교를 졸업한 뒤 <뉴요커>지에 그림을 그린 것을 시작으로 일러스트레이터로

일하고 있습니다. 1997년에 <퍼블리셔 위클리>가 선정한 유망한 일러스트레이터 가운데 한 사람으로 선정됐고, 

<미스터 세몰리나 세몰리너스>, <가브리엘라의 노래> 두 작품은 모두 ALA 노터블즈에 선정되었습니다.

<탄탄세계어린이경제마을>은세계각국의문화와역사, 삶의이야기를담고있는�

경제동화입니다. 어린이들에게경제와윤리에대한새로운가치관을심어주며, 

보다넓고큰비전을가지고미래를향해나아가게해줄것입니다.�
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This sign is near the entrance to Ben Posta. 
It shows that Ben Posta is different  
from the world outside.

TWO WORLDS



The front gate of Ben Posta 
is shaped like a trapezoid 
and is called the Gate of Peace.

This is Ben Posta, 
a child’s world in a forest 
of fragrant pine trees. 
Come through the gates of peace 
and find peace with us. 
Come! Come on in! 
Welcome to Ben Posta.



Ben Posta was the dream of one man.
It is a small but big place 
where children from all countries 
come and live together, 
a world where children rule.

Ben Posta was founded by a Catholic priest Fr. Silva 
in 1956. It started with 15 poor children.



It is a world that loves peace 
and hates war more than anything, 
a world where every pot is full of food 
and every child smiles brightly.

Ben Posta children believe there must not 
be starvation anywhere in the world.



In Ben Posta, churches and mosques 
stand side by side, like these children. 
Everyone walks hand in hand, 
learning small ways 
to change the big world.

At Ben Posta there is no arguing about differences 
of religion. Everyone can become friends 
regardless of difference in religion and skin color.



It’s a world where children support 
and hold each, like the human pyramids 
at *Muchachos Circus. 
A world that believes it is the only way 
for people to live together.
 
*Muchachos is the name of Ben Posta’s circus. Money earned from 
international performances helps fund and operate Ben Posta.



Ben Posta is a world 
 made by dreaming children. 
Dreams come first, 
then plans, then action. 
People who cannot dream 
have no place here. 
Children are good at dreaming.



There are no nagging adults, here. 
Children choose what they want 
to do,either making pottery, 
or blowing a trumpet, 
or painting pictures, 
or cooking good food. 
A child will choose the work 
that he or she dreams of.



One who likes numbers works at a bank; 
one who likes plants grows vegetables; 
one who likes machines mends and repairs. 
So everyone enjoys their work.

In Ben Posta, all children choose the work 
that they dream of and earn money by doing the work.



Believe it or not, in Ben Posta, 
to study is to work. 
Study well at school 
and earn 200 *Coronas a week! 
What an exciting world!
 
*Corona is the currency used at Ben Posta. 
Children pay for food and items with Coronas. 
The meaning of the word corona is ‘privileged.’



It’s a world where differences are accepted
and children learn to cooperate.
Young or old, strong or weak,
everyone is equal at Ben Posta.

Both the mayor and deputy mayor of Ben Posta are children who are elected 
at a town council meeting. Children learn about  equality and democracy at Ben Posta.



In this world you choose                                            but in the end you will find 
the path you wish to take.                                         the right path for you,
You may get lost…                                                        and you will not fear
                                                                                                 stepping out into the world. 



At Ben Posta, 
everyone is your family. 
We believe that changing ourselves 
will make a difference to the world. 
We never give up on that belief, 
no matter how long it takes.



This is Ben Posta, 
a children’s world in a forest 
of fragrant pine trees. 
Come through the gates of peace
and find peace with us. 
Come! Come on in! 
Welcome to Ben Posta!



The first Ben Posta which was established outside Ourense, Spain, 
closed in 2004. However, Ben Postas in other countries such as 
Colombia and Venezuela, continue to carry on the concept 
of a city run for and by children. 

ONE WORLD



City of Youth – Ben Posta

Let’s Think

SPAIN: Santi’s Homeland

Flamenco Dance

The Economy of Spain

Bullfighting

ABOUT THE STORY
ABOUT THE COUNTRY

Hello Boys and Girls, 
   
My name is Santi and I live in Spain 
in a special place called Ben Posta. 
You might think that a city run by children 
is impossible, but it is true, it really exists. 
If adults can run a city, so can children. 
Most children follow their parent’s decisions 
but the children of Ben Posta learn 
to make their own wise decisions. 
When it comes to group projects 
they hold meetings, share opinions and vote. 
In personal decision-making, 
the children exercise independence. 
That is why I am always thinking 
about what I want to do. 
It is very exciting because I plan 
my future on my own. What do you think? 
Would you like to live in a city like mine? 
   
                Sincerely, 
                          Santi 

Why was a city of youth created? 
What are the differences between  
  a city run by children and other cities? 
What are the similarities?

Spain is in southwestern Europe on the Iberian  
Peninsula. The official name of the Spanish States is 
Estado Espanol, and Spain is the English name. Spain 
experienced a hard history of Muslim conquest and  
rule from the 8th century until independence in 1492.

The flamenco is a traditional Spanish folk dance. It 
originated with the dance and music introduced early 
5th century, and the traditional dance of Andalusia.  
The flamenco is a passionate, energetic dance that 
involves the rhythmic clapping of hands and moving  
of feet to the tune of a guitar and the beat of  
castanets.

The main industries of Spain include tourism, automobiles, machinery, steel, construction  
and services. Tourism is the leading industry and in 2005 Spain ranked second in the  
world for tourism revenues and actual number of tourists.

Bullfighting goes back to ancient Spanish  
traditions of bull sacrifice in petition for  
abundant harvests. It is not a mere  
recreational activity, but an art form and  
custom that puts the life of the bull and  
the matador on the line.

Area: 506,030 km2 
Capital: Madrid 
Major Language:  
                    Spanish

Spanish Bullfighting
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The Structure of Ben Posta

An Economy Independent of Grants

Ben Postas around the World

City in the Woods

Let’s Talk

ABOUT THE ECONOMY ABOUT THE ECONOMY

The first Ben Posta city was established outside Ourense,  
Galicia, Spain, and was founded by a Catholic priest Fr. Silva 
on September 15, 1956. Ben Posta was designed to help  
troubled youth to develop independence, and to care for  
them until they were capable of caring for themselves and  
helping others. The official Spanish name is ‘Ciudad de los  
Muchachos’ or ‘City of Youth.’ Ben Posta means ‘well set’  
and was the nickname given to the vineyard on which the  
first city was established.

Ben Postas are for and operated by youth. The young people who live in a Ben Posta city  
learn to make sound decisions independently and are fully responsible for running the city. 
All children between the ages of 4 and 15 can become citizens of a Ben Posta. Each child  
receives equal treatment regardless of age. Each Ben Posta has a president and is divided  
into 5 districts, each run by a mayor. Each citizen is given a role in various areas including  
education, community services, public order and health.

How is a Ben Posta operated? Everyone living in a Ben Posta is required to work. Even the  
youngest child is given work to do and receives pay in return. Going to school is one of the  
ways to earn money. The Los Muchachos Revolutionary Circus is the main contributor  
or funds.

Since the founding of the first Ben Posta in Ourense, Ben  
Posta cities have opened around the world. Columbia’s first  
Ben Posta opened in 1973 and today has multiplied  
throughout the country. Currently there are Ben Postas  
in Venezuela, Bolivia, Japan, the United States of America,  
Nicaragua, Mozambique and many other countries. The aims  
of Ben Posta cities continue to spread, even after the 2004  
closing of the Ben Posta city in Spain.

‘City in the Woods’ is a city introduced in a 1949 fairytale  
even in Korea by author Won-Su Lee. It is a city where young 
children – not grown-ups – are in control, where children can 
eat whenever they wish, attend school without paying and  
do everything with joy and passion. It is a city in which  
children live in peace with nature, and it sounds very like  
a Ben Posta city. We would all like a city where there is no  
starvation or war, where children have freedom to live in  
peace with all living creatures. We can live in a world like  
this if we really want to.

In your imagination, create a city like Ben Posta. 
1. Love peace. 
2. Love and respect yourself and others. 
3. Make your own decisions. 
4. Keep your dreams in your heart.

The Ben Posta Los Muchachos 
Revolutionary Circus

Ben Posta logo

Ben Posta in Bogota, 
Colombia






