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big & SMALL

<탄탄 세계어린이 경제마을>은 세계 각국의 문화와 역사, 삶의 이야기를 담고 있는
경제 동화입니다. 어린이들에게 경제와 윤리에 대한 새로운 가치관을 심어 주며,
보다 넓고 큰 비전을 가지고 미래를 향해 나아가게 해 줄 것입니다.

글 김란주

동덕여대에서 문예 창작을 공부하였으며, 어린이 책 기획 모임‘벼릿줄’
에서 기획 및 집필 활동을 하고 있습니다.
지은 책으로는 <꼭 끌어안기>, <썩었다고? 아냐, 아냐!> 등이 있고, 어린이 애니메이션 <환타루>의 시나리오를 썼습니다.

Two Violins - Germany

그림 크리스티아네 그라우어트

미국에서 태어나 독일에서 자랐습니다. 현재 미국 밀워키의 아트 앤 디자인 연구소의 교수이자,
뉴욕 타임스, 윌스트리트 저널, 워싱턴 포스트 등의 삽화가로도 활동 중입니다.
그림책 작품으로는 <두 고양이의 생활>, <불가사의한 이야기> 등이 있습니다.
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In 1990s the Germany people broke down
the Berlin Wall and the two Germanys
were reunited. This story begins
after the reunification
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The children in the classroom were excited
about the music festival that would celebrate
the anniversary of reunification.
Johann and Maxim were to do a violin duet.
Johann was from East Germany
and Maxim was from West Germany.
They were chosen to represent the two Germanys.
It was a great honor.

Johann practiced his violin all evening.
Three years ago, when the Berlin Wall came down,
Johann’s father bought him a used violin.
Johann wished his dad could hear him playing
but his father was not living with them.
Like many people from the East who lost jobs,
his father had to go to the West to earn money.

In the living room, the landlord was shouting,
“Either you pay 500 Marks by this Friday
or you pack up and leave the house!”
Johann’s mother pleaded,
“Please, give us time! We’ll pay
when my husband gets a job.
When I’m well, I’ll get a job, too!”
But her begging was of no use.

What can I do? Johann thought.
There must be something he could
do to help his mother pay the rent.

On Saturday afternoon, the street was full of people.
Maxim helped Johann to set up a table at the flea market.
They laid out toys and books in an orderly manner.
But no one was interested in buying Johann’s old things.
An orchestra played, and that gave the boys an idea.
Maxim hit Johann on the back. “We can play music!”

“Hey! Little kid! What’s in that hat?”
A big boy stepped out, blocking Johann’s path.
As Johann crouched back, the boy grabbed the hat.
Clink! Clank! Clunk! Coins hit the ground.
The boy scooped up the coins and left.
The hat was empty.

By the end of the day,
the hat was filled with coins.
The boys headed for their homes.
Johann’s steps were light as a feather.

After school, Johann and Maxim opened
their flea market stall. They had to start
all over again. A lady said, “How much is that?”
and she pointed at Johann’s violin.
Johann hesitated. It was Maxim who spoke.
“That violin is not for sale!”
After the lady had gone, Maxim said,
“Were you thinking of selling your violin?
What about our duet at the music festival?”
Johann hung his head. “Getting money for rent
is more important, otherwise Mom and I
will have to live on the street.”

For several days,
Johann was at the stall by himself.
But no one bought anything,
and Johann did not want to play
the violin without Maxim.
It was already Friday.
Johann wrote something
on a piece of white paper.
VIOLIN FOR SALE

As dusk fell, a man came to the stall.
“That violin over there, can I buy it?”
The man opened his wallet.
“How does 500 DM sound to you?”
Johann blinked. It was the right amount,
not a penny more, not a penny less.
500 DM would pay the rent.
He tried not to look at his beloved violin.

As he ran into the house, Johann called,
“Mom! I paid the rent! We don’t have to leave!”
His mother stared at him, unable to believe it.
“What? How? Johann, you have no money!”
"Actually, I sold my violin," Johann told her.
His mother could not speak.
Silently, she held Johann in her arms.

There was a knock at the door. It was Maxim.
“Johann, I’m sorry for yelling the other day.”
“That’s okay,” said Johann.
“You were trying to help.”
He gulped back the tears. “I’m sorry, Maxim.
I can’t play at the music festival with you.
My violin... I sold it.” He turned his head away,
and then he saw a man carrying his violin.
It was the man who had bought it
at the flea market!

“Johann, this is my father,” said Maxim.
Maxim’s dad tried to hand the violin to Johann
but Johann stepped back and shook his head.
“I’m not giving this to you,” said Maxim’s dad.
“I’m lending it to you. You can buy it back
when you have the money.
That violin is your greatest treasure.”
Johann hugged the violin. “Thank you, Sir!
Maxim, we will give a great performance
at the music festival!”

So the two violins,
one from the east and one from the west,
came to play music together with one voice.

ABOUT THE STORY

ABOUT THE COUNTRY

GERMANY: Johann’s Homeland
A Harmonious Song of Reunification
Hello Boys and Girls,
I am Johann from Berlin, Germany.
As you already know, my friend Maxim and I
grew up in very different environments.
Before unification, Germany was divided
by a great wall, into West and East.
Maxim and I may look alike,
and speak the same language
but because we were separated for a long time
a distance was created in our ways of life.
Since reunification, our country has worked hard
to overcome the differences made by division.
It isn’t always easy. Maxim and I are good friends
but there are still invisible walls between us
that need to be broken down.
Everyone in Germany has to deal with this.
I’m glad Germany has been reunited.
Do differences exist in your country?
Sincerely,
Johann

Let’s Think
What obstacles did Germany face in reunification?
What challenges did Germany face after
reunification and how were they overcome?
What can be done to unite the two Koreas?

Germany is in north central Europe and has the twelfth
largest population in the world. The German flag shows
three stripes of equal width, black, red and yellow. It is
said that these three colors came from an ancient German
coat of arms. The German anthem celebrates unity.

Home to Many Talents
Many classical composers were German, including
Johannes Sebastian Bach, Ludwig van Beethoven and
Area: 357, 021 km2
Johannes Brahms, and there are many famous poets
Capital: Berlin
and writers such as Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. The
Major Language: German
German brothers Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm were famous
for their collection of classical folktales and fairytales
which continue to delight children around the world.

The Economy of Germany
Germany’s most significant export is automobiles. Germany produces the world’s top models
such as Audi, Mercedes Benz and Volkswagen. Other trade goods include agricultural
machinery and goods, computers and electronic components.

The Rhine River and Tourism
The Rhine River is the longest river in Germany. Ships and
boats carrying passengers and cargo float long the Rhine
River which is flanked by ancient castles, monasteries, rich
forests and vineyards. The river plays a significant role in
local industries and in attracting tourism revenue.

German writer Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

ABOUT THE ECONOMY

ABOUT THE ECONOMY

The Berlin Wall

The Divided Nation of Korea

Near the end of the Second World War, the eastern
region of Germany was occupied by the armed forces
of the Soviet Union, and the western region by the
USA and British allied forces. In 1945, after the end
of the war, Germany was divided into East and West,
and people were separated from friends and family.
The distance increased as East Germany came under
Socialism and West Germany under Capitalism.
In 1961 the East German government built a 40km
The Berlin Wall separating East and
concrete wall between East and West Berlin.
West Germany

How Was Germany Reunified?
In the 1970s West Germany began measures to establish reconciliation with East Germany.
The start of reunification began with leaders coming together and agreeing not to invade
each other. The borders were opened up to merchandise exchange, then cultural exchange
and the sharing of technologies, and eventually to people. Finally, in October 1990, East and
West Germanys came together to become a unified Germany.

Reunification and
Economic Development
The German economy experienced difficulty following
reunification. Since East Germany was extremely poor
at that time, large financial investments had to be made
to make social welfare available to East Germans, and
to create jobs, new roads and buildings. Much time and
effort went into overcoming differences between people
of the East and West. Germany was able to overcome
the challenges of reunification within five years, owing
to the people’s cooperation and new government
policies. Currently Germany is a world leading country.
The Brandenburg Gate is a symbol
of freedom and unity.

Korea was liberated from Japanese colonial rule on
August 15, 1945. Soon after that, the country was
divided along the 38th Parallel. The Soviet Union
occupied the North and the United States of America
occupied the South. With the aid of the Soviet Union,
North Korea invaded the South on June 25, 1950,
starting the Korean War. The war ended on July 27,
1953, following an armistice. To this day, the Korean
peninsula remains a divided country.

Towards Reunification

The Joint Security Area (JSA) of
Panmunjeom

The division has brought pain to those separated from family, and it continues to increase
differences and distances between the people of North and South Korea. Division remains
a major obstacle to economic growth. Reunification is not only a goal but an urgent task.
Recently, the North and South Korea Red Cross came together to create an arena for
separated families to meet. Leaders of North and South Korea have held meetings. And
South Korea continues to send food and economic supplies to the North. South Koreans
have now been granted the opportunity to visit the beautiful Mount Geumgang in North
Korea. Cooperative efforts are the stepping stones to reunification and will bring unity faster.

Let’s Talk
Steps we can take towards reunification:
1. Learn about North Korea. The more we learn
about one another, the more we understand
each other.
2. Know your history. Korean history reveals
that North and South are one people.
3. Get rid of language barriers.
4. Get involved in efforts to help North Korean
children living in poor economic conditions.

