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The Child Who Paints
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big & SMALL

<탄탄 세계어린이 경제마을>은 세계 각국의 문화와 역사, 삶의 이야기를 담고 있는ㅤ
경제 동화입니다. 어린이들에게 경제와 윤리에 대한 새로운 가치관을 심어 주며,
보다 넓고 큰 비전을 가지고 미래를 향해 나아가게 해 줄 것입니다.ㅤ

글 한성미

이화여자대학교를 졸업했으며, 오랫동안 출판사에서 어린이 책을 기획하고 개발했습니다.
지금은 기획사‘ 초콜릿 나무’에서 좋은 어린이 책을 만들고 있습니다.
그림 오렐리아 프롱티

The Child Who Paints Dreams
- Mexico

화가이자 일러스트레이터, 섬유 예술가입니다. 전 세계 전통 미술품들 속에 들어 있는 색깔과 문양에서 작품의 영감을 얻으며,
오랫동안 프랑스에서 여러 권의 책에 그림을 그렸습니다. <꿈을 그리는 아이>에서는 그녀만의 독특한 색감을 경험할 수 있습니다.
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My name is Mario and I live near Mexico City.
In my village there are narrow alleyways
where the houses are very close together.
My father works in the car factory
and sometimes I go there to clean
to help earn money for my family.
On the way to the car factory,
I pass a large grey wall and I say,
“Hi, Big Gray! How’s it going?”
Of course, is doesn’t answer me.

The factory where my father works, is big.
Huge machines chug loudly and endlessly,
and the cars are in rows between them.
As the cars move, people rush in
to tighten the bolts, put on the wheels
and clean the cars inside and out.
It is my job to pick up the trash.

Another thing I do at the factory
is to paint pictures for people.
“Mario, is my painting done?”
Mr. Sanchez asks me.
“Of course,” I hold out a picture.
“I’ve also finished Mr. Diego’s.”
Mr. Sanchez laughs. “Oh thank you!
You have put more hair on my head!
You will grow up to be a great painter!”

On the way home, I meet Mrs. Lupita.
Like most women in my village
she works in the television factory.
“How are you, Mrs. Lupita?”
“I’m good, Mario,” she says.
Have you been drawing more pictures?
When will you make a picture of me?”
“Soon, Mrs. Lupita,” I tell her.

When Mother and Father come home, I say,
“Father, you know those red cars. They’re cool.
Since you make them, will they give you one?”

Father says “Mario, I wish that could happen.
Just because I work at the car factory
doesn’t mean they will give me a car.
I only earn a little money from it.”
I am so disappointed.
Mother, who is making supper,
says, “Mario, go and get some *tortillas.”
Then she turns and says to Father,
“Our son should be at school.”

*Tortilla: a traditional round Mexican flat bread usually
made from corn and eaten with vegetables and meat.

Mother works in a textile
factory, but she doesn’t
own beautiful clothes.
Nor does Mrs. Lupita have
a television set.
It’s very strange.
I don’t understand it.
They make the things
but cannot have them.

In 1994, the USA, Canada and Mexico launched the North American Free Trade
Agreement(NAFTA). It was to eliminate the majority of tariffs on products traded
between the three countries. But after the implementation of this agreement,
the price of corn in Mexico plummeted and about two million farmers gave up
farming. They rushed to cities and became laborers earning low incomes.

There is a line in front of the tortilla store
and the people talk to each other.
“I used to dream of having my own corn field,
picking corn and making fresh tortillas.”
“I know. I wanted to open a clothes shop
but that day will never come.”
“Even though I work all day at the factory,
I still can’t make ends meet. It’s hard!”
All along the line, people are sighing.

After I get home, I look out the window
at the big factories in the distance.
They look like monsters with horns.
“Wicked factories! People work so hard
but you pay them in small pennies
and breathe black smoke in their faces!”
Then I have an interesting idea.
Instead of smoke, suppose the chimneys
threw out things like cars and bread
and clothes and television sets.
How wonderful that would be!

On Sunday morning early,
I go out to the big grey wall
and stare at it for a long time.
I want to paint a picture
that will make people happy.

First, I make sketches on the wall.
I draw the sun, trees, flowers and clouds.

On Monday morning,
people hurry off to the factories.
I stand before the wall again,
holding the paint cans I got
from the trash at the car factory.
By midday, I am very hot.
The sweat is pouring off me
but I still keep on painting.

The next day, and the day after that,
I am still in front of the wall.
I finish when the sky grows dark on the third day.

The next morning, people stop
to look at my colorful painting.
They gather around it, saying.
“Look at these trees!”
“Look at the dress shop!
“Wouldn’t it be great to live like this?”
Everyone has a huge smile. .

After that, all the walls
in our village begin to change.
Cold gray walls come alive
with heart-warming color.
It is as though the sun
is shining in alleys
full of flower and fields
and dancing people.

ABOUT THE STORY

ABOUT THE COUNTRY

MEXICO: Mario’s Homeland

The Industrialization of Mexico

Mexico is a part of the North American Continent.
The ancient Mexican people lived in the area since
BCE 2000, growing corn. This is where the Mayan
and Aztec civilizations flourished. In 1512, Spain
invaded Mexico and ruled over it for 300 years.
Mexico declared its independence in 1821.

Hello Boys and Girls,
I am Mario and I live on the outskirts of Mexico City.
Did you enjoy the story about the painted murals?
Mexico is a country of bright colors and passion,
but it has a sad history.
Mexico was ruled by Spain for 300 years
and had a war against the United States of America.
There was also a revolution led by laborers and farmers.
Recently, Mexico was industrialized for economic development.
Many people went to factories in cities to earn money
but they earned very little for long hours of work.
They seem to live a hard life and are still poor.
I wish people could find a way to be happy.
Sincerely,
Mario

Let’s Think
What is the problem with industrialization?
Why aren’t laborers happy with industrialization?

Mexican Murals
Area: 1,964, 375 km2
Capital: Mexico City
Major Language: Spanish

Mexico is famous for its mural paintings. They are
seen everywhere on the walls of public buildings
or in the streets. The National Palace has a famous
mural depicting the sad history of Mexico.

The Economy of Mexico
The major industries in Mexico are automobile and textiles industries. Mexico is also one
of the major producers of gold and silver.

Side Effects of Industrialization
Corn is Mexico’s most produced and consumed grain.
But as the country was industrialized, many farmers left
their land to look for jobs in the cities. Most of them
became factory workers, living a hard life on a low
income.
A street mural in Mexico
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What Is Industrialization?
Industrialization is a process where a society or country
transforms itself from an agricultural society to an
industrial one. In the past, people made most of what
they needed, and raised crops, selling the surplus to
buy other necessary goods. However, as population
increased, people needed more goods. So factories
were built to mass-produce products, and many people
became factory workers. Through this process many
countries achieve economic development, but it is also
A laborer working on a construction site
the cause of social problems.

The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
In 1994, the United States of American, Canada and Mexico launched the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). It was to eliminate the majority of tariffs on products
traded between the three countries. Mexico was hoping to enhance its export industries,
but on the contrary, their agricultural industry suffered greatly. The price of corn in
Mexico plummeted and about two million farmers gave up farming corn. They rushed
to cities looking for jobs and most of them became laborers earning low income.

Life of Laborers
Many poor factory workers live in slums in the cities. Houses are close together along
narrow alleys. Most laborers work late at factories manufacturing automobiles, clothes
and home appliances. Because of their low income, they can hardly afford to purchase
the products they make.
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Negative Effects of Industrialization
Focusing only on mass-producing cheap goods, creates
various social problems. Of course, manufacturing
morestuff with little budget will result in profit, but
we have to consider the workers and share the profit.
Governments need to provide policies to protect
laborers and farmers suffering from the effects of
industrialization. When these working people live
a comfortable life, other industries develop as well.

Industrialization in South Korea

Demonstration against free trade
agreement

Industrialization brought dramatic development in the economy of South Korea during
1962 – 1982. Numerous factories were built and the volume of exports highly increased.
Since the realization of the sacrifices made by laborers behind industrial success, laws
have been made to protect them with better working conditions.

Let’s Talk!
1. Try to have interest in the social
implications of industrialization.
2. Find out the differences between the lives
of children before industrialization and after.

