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<탄탄 세계어린이 경제마을>은 세계 각국의 문화와 역사, 삶의 이야기를 담고 있는ㅤ
경제 동화입니다. 어린이들에게 경제와 윤리에 대한 새로운 가치관을 심어 주며,
보다 넓고 큰 비전을 가지고 미래를 향해 나아가게 해 줄 것입니다. ㅤ

글 전수련

The Day Daddy Left - USA

아동학과 문예 창작을 전공하였고, 지금은 책을 편집하고 글 쓰는 일을 하고 있습니다.
그동안 만든 책으로는 <도전! 나도 우주인>, <신라 소녀 선화, 아라비아 소년 신밧드 만나다> 등이 있습니다.
그림 대니얼 민터

미국 조지아 주에서 태어났습니다. 지금까지 <일곱 개의 실타래>, <새해가 밝아요> 등 많은
그림책들을 출간했으며, 텍사스 블루 보넷 북, 카터 우드슨 어너 북 등 다수의 상을 수상했습니다.
현재 뉴욕과 시카고 등지의 여러 미술관에서 그림을 지도하고 있습니다.
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It was a gloomy spring day
and Polly’s heart was filled with dark clouds.
Daddy was going to leave them to work
on the Tennessee River dam construction.
Their new neighborhood was unfamiliar
and Polly didn’t have any friends yet.
Now, even Daddy was going away
and Polly felt frightened. She cried,
“Daddy, do you really have to go?”
Daddy lovingly stroked her head.
“I don’t want to leave you, either.
But I must work for you and Mommy.”

During the Great Depression, as the number of people
without work increased, the US government began a major
construction project in 1935, building of a dam on the Tennessee
River. This provided jobs for many unemployed workers.

During the Great Depression,

Polly’s dad lost his job at an electrical

appliance factory, and the family had to move
to an area of cheaper housing.

Polly thought the Great Depression

was a monster but Daddy explained

what it really was. “The Great Depression
happened because factories produced

too many products and couldn’t sell them.

The factories had to close down, people lost
jobs and had no money to buy things,
and everyone got poorer and poorer.”

During World War 1, the United States made a large fortune
selling weapons and other items in Europe. With that money,
industries in the USA developed, but resulted in “overproduction”,
the supply of products greatly exceeding the demand.

That morning, Polly saw a girl

in a wheel chair, being pushed out
by her mother who said, “Jessie,

why don’t you stay inside today?
It looks like it’s going to rain.”

The girl said, “Mom, I’ve been inside

all winter. You’re working at the diner
only until noon. I’ll be okay here
in the fresh air, until then.”
With a worried frown,

the woman went away.

The girl called to Polly, “Hi! I’m Jessie.”
“I’m Polly.” Polly raised her head
and noticed Jessie’s thin legs.

“I had *polio so I can’t walk,” said Jessie.
“But other than that, I can do anything.”
She gave Polly a heart-warming smile.
“Polly, why don’t we do this?

You push my chair and I’ll show you
around this neighborhood.”

*Polio is a disease that usually strikes young children.
It is a virus infection and symptoms include paralysis
of the arms or legs.

Polly pushed the wheelchair through the streets.
Jessie pointed to an empty lot, and said,

“The local kids come here to play after school.”
Behind the lot, an empty building stood.

“That used to be a factory for canned foods

but after the Great Depression, it closed down.”
Then Jessie pointed across the street to a place
where people stood silently in a long row.
“That’s the most important place of all.

It’s the soup kitchen where they get a meal.”

During the Great Depression, volunteer groups provided free
meals to people without homes or jobs. These groups got
leftover food from restaurants and bakeries and gave them
to people in need. Their service was called “Food Bank”
and it still exists today.

As Polly and Jessie came closer to the bank,
they could see angry people yelling.

Polly asked, “Why are they unhappy?”
Jessie said, “People saved money

in that bank, and the bank invested
the money in companies.

Because of the Great Depression,

many businesses, like the canning factory,
had to close down. The bank lost

the money it invested, so when people
came to get their money back,

the bank had nothing to give them.”
Polly wanted to get away from that place.
She pushed the wheelchair faster.

When they reached the railroad tracks,
they stopped to catch their breath.
Jessie said, “You look sad, Polly.”

Polly sighed. “Today my dad is leaving
to work on the Tennessee River dam.”
Jessie nodded. “I have an idea, Polly.
Soon, the coal train will come by.

As it passes, bits of coal will fall off.

If you pick up the coal, you can sell it
and buy something for your daddy.”

Chug-chug! Chug-chug!

The coal train was coming
with heaped wagons,
and out of nowhere,
children appeared.

As Jessie said, lumps of coal
fell here and there.

With the other children,
Polly picked up coal.
She filled her skirt

with shiny black lumps.

Polly and Jessie took the coal
to the blacksmith.

He made horseshoes

and always needed coal.
He gave them coins,

enough to buy some bread
for Polly’s daddy

to eat on the train.

On the way home, the rain came down.
Polly pushed the wheelchair faster

and Jessie held the bread against herself
so that it wouldn’t get wet.

In the shelter of an old building,

people were standing, out of the rain.
Jessie said, “My dad lost his job, too.
He was an engineer on a coal train.”

Then Polly understood how Jessie knew
what time the coal train appeared.

“My dad got sick and died,” said Jessie.

“At least your dad will come home again,
so cheer up, Polly.”

The rain stopped and they went back
to find Jessie’s mother very nervous.
“Jessie! I was so worried about you!”
“Mom, this is Polly, my new friend.
She pushed my wheelchair.

We went down to the railway tracks
where Dad used to work.”

Jessie gave Polly a smile and a wave

and went in her house with her mom.
Polly held the bread that was still warm
from the bakery oven.

The sky was getting dark,
when Polly’s family went
to the train station.

The station was crowded

with fathers leaving to work

on the Tennessee dam construction,
and their families who came
to say goodbye.

Polly gave Daddy a kiss on the cheek.
“Work hard, Daddy,

and come home healthy.”

Then she handed him the loaf of bread.

The next day, the sky was clear

and fresh and there was a warm breeze
to say that spring was here at last.
Polly sat on the step

and waited for Jessie

to come out in her wheelchair.
“Hi Polly!”
“Hi Jessie!”
Where would they go today?

ABOUT THE STORY

ABOUT THE COUNTRY

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
Polly’s Homeland

Overcoming Economic Crisis
Hello Girls and Boys,
I am Polly from New York City, United States of America.
This story took place in the 1930s during the Great Depression,
a time that left people of the US in a state of chaos.
My parents lost their jobs and we were evicted from our house.
We had to move to public housing and that’s where I met Jessie.
I was sad to see my father leave for a job far away,
but Jessie was there to be my friend and comfort me,
even though she was going through much more than me.
The Great Depression left people poor and without food.
Countless families suffered from hunger and sickness.
I believe what helped Americans survive these conditions,
were their warm and caring attitudes to each other.
Jessie has helped me to be strong and courageous
since my father left. I know trials are not easy,
but at the end of a trial, we are stronger and braver.
I hope my story gives you strength and courage.
Sincerely,
Polly

The United States of America is a large country on the North
American continent. In 1620, some 102 pilgrims from England
crossed the Atlantic Ocean on a boat called ‘The Mayflower’
and landed on the coast of Massachusetts. The pilgrims settled
in the New World with hope to start new and better lives.

The Land of Automobiles

Area: 9,518,323 km2
Capital: Washington DC
Major Language: English

The first automobile was invented in Europe. However, the first
country to set up an assembly line and mass produce automobiles
was the USA. This history traces back to over a hundred years.

The Economy of the United States
The USA ranks first in food exports. Owing to the large land mass and
advanced agricultural technologies, the country is able to reap maximum
yields. Other top exports include automotive parts, computers and aircraft.

Freedom
Let’s Think
What is economy?
What is economic boom and economic
recession?
What economic crisis did your country face?

If you trace back to early American history, you will find a system of slavery.
A large number of Black Africans were forced to work on the cotton and sugar
plantations and grain fields. President Abraham Lincoln led the movement to
free all Black African slaves and end slavery in the USA. Martin Luther King Jr.
fought for racial equality and civil rights. Today, the USA is made up of people
of different cultures, races and religions.
The Statue of Liberty is a symbol
of freedom and democracy.

ABOUT THE ECONOMY

ABOUT THE ECONOMY

The Economic Roller Coaster
A business gains profit and suffers losses in relation to changes
in economic conditions. These economic conditions point to the
state of the economy. When the economy is doing well, demand
for goods and business profits increase, thereby stimulating
increase in production and employment. Some economic
conditions are referred to as an “economic boom.” On the other
hand, when the economy slows, demand for goods, production
and employment decreases. Such economic conditions are
referred to as an “economic recession.”

What Is Economic Depression?

The Rising Cost of Living

The market place is a direct reflection
of the state of the economy.

The Great Depression that began in 1929 in the USA, was by far the worst economic depression in the
history of the modern industrial world. The USA enjoyed the economic boom following the First World War.
People were spending money and getting bank loans towards investments. Sensing a coming economic
recessions, investors suddenly began to sell their investment stocks. One by one, the investors began to
lose money, and banks that gave out investor loans, began to close. Factories that took bank loans to
expand business, closed as well. A devastating economic depression quickly seized the USA.

Ways to Overcome Economic Depression
Through the example of the Great Depression, the world realized
the importance of government intervention and regulation.
In the case of the USA, the government carried our major road and
dam construction projects. Jobs were created and salaries
provided, allowing people to buy things they need, and to help
money circulate. Business began to pick up and the economy
began to recover.
The tragedy of the Great Depression in the USA

The value of money decreases as more money enters the economy.
In this case, the price of goods increases and people end up paying
more money for the same goods they had before. This general rise
in prices is called “inflation.” When the cost of living increases but
the salary remains the same, it becomes more and more difficult to
invest in savings. When fewer people invest in savings, banks have
less money to give out in loans to businesses. As a result, businesses
are left with no choice but to downsize. When inflation increases,
unemployment also increases. The government plays an important
role in drawing up relief policies and measures.

Economic Crisis in Korea
South Korea faced a major financial crisis in 1997 as a result of
over-consumption and poor investments. Personal income dwindled Nationwide collection of gold
and unemployment increased. Business after business closed. There was a severe shortage of money
within the country and loans from other countries were brought in. Such a situation is referred to as
an “economic crisis.” To overcome this, the people of Korea made the effort to invest in savings, and
collectively gathered gold to export. As a result of nationwide effort, Korea was able to overcome the
economic crisis and build a stronger economic structure.

Let’s Talk!
Smart consumption patterns:
1. Look for goods made within the country.
2. Save energy. Save electricity. Save gas.
3. Always be grateful for hard-working parents.
The key contributors to our economy are our
parents.

