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Choo-choo! Choo-choo!
“All aboard!” shouted the guard.
Viktor and Alyona stood by the train.
“Viktor! Promise you will return with Papa!”
“Don’t worry, Alyona, I’ll find Papa.”
He turned to the train. “Take care of Mama.”
Holding his little bag, he boarded the carriage.
Even though he’s told his sister not to worry,
his heart was frozen with fear.

The train was crowded with passengers.
Viktor found a window seat.
He tightly held a small piece of paper.
Would he find his father at this address?
Papa used to work for a government company.
When change came and he was not paid,
living became hard for the family.
So Papa left for Moscow to find a new job.
But after one letter, he stopped writing.
It was then that Mama’s illness got worse.
Viktor pushed his hands deep into big gloves.
They were Papa’s gloves before he left.

As Russia moved from a socialist system to capitalism, in the winter of 1997, the
country suffered greatly in every way – politically, economically and socially. The
Russian people continue to be plagued by a high increase in crime, unemployment
and malnutrition due to the deterioration of the public health and welfare system.

The train slowly pulled out of the station.
For two months, Viktor had earned money
by ice fishing, to buy a train ticket.
He had to find some way to tell Papa
about Mama’s illness.
The elderly man sitting next to Viktor
wore a uniform with many medals.
“The birch trees are beautiful,” he said.
Then he asked, “Are you travelling alone?”
“Yes,” murmured Viktor.
“A whole week on the train on your own!”
the elderly man said.

The other passengers in the platzkart*
were looking at Viktor. “You are a brave boy,”

Anastasia, a university graduate,

one said, and another said, “I think so, too.”

couldn’t find a decent job

The elderly man wanted to see Moscow

and was working as a guide.

one last time before he died.
* Platzkart refers to the third class train carriage in Russian,
capable of accommodating six passengers.

Then there was Marat
who couldn’t find work
so he was leaving to join
the army.

The elderly sisters Anya and Tanya
were visiting grandchildren
who lived far away.
As Viktor listened to their stories
he felt less lonely and scared.

Late afternoon, the train arrived in Khabarovsk.
The snow shone orange in the sunset.
Viktor wondered if his father got off here
to walk along the platform, as he did.
Some women were selling hot potatoes and fruit
but nobody was buying anything.
Marat walked up to Viktor and said,
“Those gloves are too big for you.”
“They used to belong to Papa,” Viktor said.
“Look after them and be careful,” said Marat.
“There are lots of thieves on the train.”
“Thieves?” Viktor was surprised.
“Yes. People don’t have work or money.
Day by day, the rate of theft is growing.
It’s harder to live now than during the war.”

Soon it was night and everyone was sleeping.
Viktor missed his warm bed at home.
He wondered how Mama and Alyona were,
and he thought about all his friends.
There were Dimitri who collected
recyclables at their local market
and Varsinm who lived alone with his mother.
Igor earned money ice fishing with Viktor.
Everyone had a hard life, but they were happy.
They played soccer together. Shoot! Goal!
Viktor really missed his friends.

The white birch trees outside
changed into longer, leaner trees.
Old Sergei, Marat and Anastasia
were taking a nap.
The elderly sisters were knitting.
“What are you knitting?” Viktor asked.
“Mufflers for our grandchildren,” they said.
Suddenly, there was a screech of brakes
and the train scraped noisily to a stop.

What was happening?
“Miners are protesting because they haven’t been paid.
Now they are blocking the train tracks. That means
we are stuck here until their protest is over.”
Shouts and sighs filled the train.
Sergei said to Viktor, “It is all right.
The protest will not last long.
You mustn’t worry.”

A full day went by, and the passengers
grew more worried and upset.
“These idiots! How long will they block us!”
“I must get to Moscow as soon as possible!”
Some of the angry passengers got out
and shouted at the miners on the tracks.
The miners got angry, too.
They waved their shovels and hoes.
“We also have to live! That’s why we do this!”
As the situation got worse, the train conductor
tried to calm every one down. One by one,
the people returned to their platzkarts.

“Thieves! Thieves!” screamed Anastasia.
Inside, people’s belongings were thrown about.
Anastasia lost her fountain pen.
Sergei lost his uniform jacket
with all his precious medals.
Viktor lost his Papa’s gloves.
Without a word,
Anya took Viktor in her arms
and hugged him.

Two days went by.
The bread Viktor had packed, was gone.
He was hungry and didn’t sleep well.
The sisters took out a glass jar with a little jam,
and some bread, and gave them to him.
“You need to eat!
Soon you will be seeing your Papa.”
Just then, murmuring sounds were heard,
“The miners have left the tracks!”
It was true. The miners had finally gone.

The train started again.
It went through Novosibirsk,
and Omsk, through Severobaikalsk,
the final station in Siberia.
Now they were heading for Moscow.
Like a boat cutting through waves,
the train skimmed over snow-covered tracks
and sped forward.

At last, the train arrived at Moscow.
Although the wind blew strongly,
it wasn’t as cold as Vladivostok.
Marat held out his hand to Viktor.
“Let’s shake hands like men.”
Anastasia gave Viktor her address.
“Get in touch if you can’t find your papa.”
Anya and Tanya wrapped a muffler
they had knitted, around Viktor’s neck.
Old Sergei patted him on the back.

Viktor knew in his heart, that no matter
how long and hard the journey seemed,
he would arrive at his destination.
It was like this train through Siberia.
Sometimes the train would stop,
but if you never stop going after
the thing you wanted, you would get it.
Now he was on his way to see his Papa.

ABOUT THE STORY

Hello Boys and Girls,

Russia, officially the Russian Federation, is in
the far east of Europe. It is the largest country in
the world, approximately 77 times the size of
South Korea, and 1.8 times the size of the United
States of America. The Russian Federation was
established as an independent state following
the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991.

I am Viktor from Vladivostok, Russia,
and I’ve travelled by myself
to Moscow on the Trans-Siberian Railway.
I didn’t feel lonely on the train,

Russia

because I met many good people
like Mr. Sergei, Marat, Anastasia, Anya and Tanya.
When the group of miners blocked the train,
I thought I would not get to see my father.
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Fortunately, everything turned out well.
Area: 17,075,400 km2

Travelling alone wasn’t easy,
but now I’ve done it, I’m more courageous.
I feel as though I can do anything.
I hope my mother recovers her health

Capital: Moscow
Major Language: Russian

Lake Baikal

Baikal is a Turkic word that
means ‘rich lake’, and like its name the lake is
rich with life, some 2,600 species of plants and
animals. It is the largest, deepest freshwater lake
in the world. It is also home to the world’s only
freshwater seal.

and my father finds a job soon.
Will you please pray for me?

The Russian Economy In 1998 Russia faced a financial crisis. Though the Russian economy has

Sincerely,
Viktor
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been recovering since then, the country has yet to achieve sustainable growth. Russia holds the largest
natural gas reserves in the world and is second only to Saudi
Arabia in oil exports. The country has high-technology industries
such as aviation and aerospace.

The Trans-Siberian Railway The Trans-Siberian Railway
(TSR) is the world’s longest railway line and runs from
Vladivostok to Moscow. Train tickets vary in price and class,
making travel by train affordable for locals.
Lake Baikal ▶
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The Trans-Siberian Railway

Efforts to Overcome Unemployment

Unemployment occurs when an individual is available
and willing to work but the work is unavailable.
Those who are unemployed do not have an income.

Change nearly always leads to new challenges. Russia faced both
social and economic challenges during its transition from socialism
to capitalism. Many citizens were unemployed and even those
who were employed often remained unpaid. In order to overcome
financial crisis, Russian businesses sought to increase competitive
power and the people remained strong and supportive.

What happened in Russia in 1997?
Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the
Russian economy faced difficulties with free market
reforms under the Yeltsin administration.
Unemployment increased, and some people who
worked did not receive salaries. The economy struggled
and the people faced many difficulties. There was an
incident when angry unpaid miners set up a blockade
in the Trans-Siberian Railway, forcing all trains to
stop. Frequent demonstrations and strikes brought
chaos and disorder in Russia.
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What is unemployment?

The IMF in the Republic of Korea

▲Citizens lined up to seek employment

Like Russia, South Korea faced a financial crisis near the end of
1997. Companies and businesses closed down, leaving many people
unemployed. In addition to loans granted by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to help repay the country’s debts, the citizens
collectively gathered gold and US dollars. These collective efforts
enables South Korea to pay off its IMF debts earlier, and it was
released from IMF post-program monitoring in August 2001.

▲Collecting gold during
the 1997 IMF crisis in Korea

Unemployment and Its Effect
Unemployment is destructive of family life. Many children were
separated from parents and sent to children’s homes because
their parents had to seek employment in distant cities.
Some children were abandoned or orphaned during this time
and were left to beg on streets, collect recyclable materials for a
small return, or do harsh physical labor to survive.
▲A young boy working to survive
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