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<탄탄 세계어린이 경제마을>은 세계 각국의 문화와 역사, 삶의 이야기를 담고 있는
경제 동화입니다. 어린이들에게 경제와 윤리에 대한 새로운 가치관을 심어 주며,
보다 넓고 큰 비전을 가지고 미래를 향해 나아가게 해 줄 것입니다.

글 한은선

성균관대학교에서 아동학을 전공하였으며, 아동 심리 치료사이자 작가로 활동하고 있습니다. 그림책이 어린이들에게
미치는 치유의 힘을 믿으며, 그동안 <금빛 구슬>, <곰 아저씨는 정원사> 등의 작품들을 집필하였습니다.
그림 도리나 테스만

독일에서 태어나 베를린에서 일러스트레이션을 공부했습니다. 이 그림책을 위해 고대 인디오 문화에 대해 연구했으며,
강한 검은 선과 선명한 색감으로 그들의 정신적이고 문화적인 힘을 보여 주고자 했습니다.
한국 어린이들이 과테말라 어린이들에 대한 이해를 넓히기를 기대한다고 합니다.
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My dear worry dolls,
how was your day today?
Mine was not very good.
No, actually it was bad.
Actually, it was very sad.
Do you want to hear my story?

Today was market day.
Our neighbor came over. “Juanita,
where is your mother? Lots of people
are looking for your mother’s woven *huipil.
The cloth your mother weaves
is the best in the market.”
Mama had not finished her cloth.
She was feeling very sad.
*Huipil is fabric hand-woven by Indio
woman in Central America. Its colors
are so vivid that it is nicknamed
‘colors of magic.’

I decided to go to the market.
My grandma was sitting by the road.
She hasn’t talked for a year,
and there are no doctors to help her.
Grandma is waiting for my papa.
Even when the sun beats down,
even when it is pouring with rain,
she waits here for her son
who is never coming back.

I went to the market by myself.
It was busy and crowded with things,
corn, potatoes, chickens, bean, huipil.
I remembered one year ago
I walked around this market
holding Mama’s and Papa’s hands.
I wish I could go back to that time.

Almost one year ago,
Papa had the huipil Mama had woven
and the corn Grandma had grown
and was carrying them to the market.
A speeding car hit him and he died.
The man who hit him was not punished
because he was rich and we were poor.
That’s what people said.

Discrimination occurs when an individual is
treated differently for some reason. It is wrong
to take away people’s rights and treat them
unequally based on differences like skin color,
level of income or physical disability.

On days like this,
I miss my older sister and brother.
They left to find work in the city.
Lately, we have not heard from them.
I wonder if city life is too hard.

I was about to go home,
when the fortune teller called me.
“Juanita! *All Souls Day will soon be here.
Your papa suddenly left this world.
This is a good time to fly a kite
to take your papa up to heaven.”
*All Souls Day is a festival to honor dead ancestors.
During this festival, colorful kites are flown at their graves.

I ran home as fast as I could.
“Mama! Let’s fly a kite for Papa!”
But Mama only got angry with me.
“That is a waste of time,” she said.
“It’s useless! Everything is useless!”

I was so upset, I ran over the hill.
I thought the pain in my heart
would make me burst wide open.
The November wind blew in my face
and I screamed into it, “How long?
How long must we be this sad?”

My darling worry dolls,
please take away my sadness
and all my tears for Papa.
I miss him so much!
I know he is never
coming back to us.

Mama says, “Juanita, my dear,
I am sorry about yesterday.
Yes, I think we will fly a kite.
Let’s call your brother and sister
so we can all be together.
We will send Papa to heaven,
and the sadness from our hearts.”

My dear worry dolls,
how was your day today?
How was my day?
For me, today,
I flew a kite.

Many beautiful kites filled the sky,
but my papa’s kite flew the highest.
They say the body returns to the earth
but the souls of the dead ones
are carried to the heavens on these kites.
Papa! Goodbye!

My dear worry dolls,
we are all good
and the day was good.
Good night!
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Worries in the World of Inequality
Hello Girls and Boys,
I am Juanita from Guatemala.
My family and I are descendants of the Amerindian,
and we continue to observe our ancient traditions.
We met with great pain when my father was killed.
He was run down near the village, by a speeding car,
and the man responsible got away without a penalty.
My grandmother went into shock and became ill
but she has not been able to get medical care.
My older brother and sister moved to the city
to try and make money for the family.
You can see how difficult our life is.
I asked my worry dolls to take away our worries.
Amerindians of Guatemala tell their worries
to their worry dolls and put them under the pillow.
They say the dolls will take their worries away.
I hope my worries fly away like the kite
that we flew for Papa today.
Sincerely,
Juanita
Let’s Think
What is inequality and why must we fight it?
What are human rights?
Who needs help in protecting human rights?

GUATEMALA: Juanita’s Homeland
Guatemala is the third largest country in Central America.
Earthquakes and volcanic activities are frequent in the
mountainous regions of the country.

Birthplace of Mayan Civilization

Area: 109,117 km2
Capital: Guatemala City
Major language: Spanish

The Mayan civilization is an ancient civilization that was
birthed in the northern regions of Guatemala. Unlike other
civilizations, the Mayans established a city in a jungle area
that was unsuitable for human habitation. The Mayans
were known for their mathematical systems. They had
early command of the ‘zero principle’ and had a base 20
numbers writing system that consisted of a series of sticks
and dots. With ingenious mathematical skills, the Mayans
were developed in fields such as astronomy and
epidemiology. They also had a system of hieroglyphics
and were developed in architecture and the arts.

The Economy of Guatemala

The economy of Guatemala relies heavily on agriculture.
The main exports are coffee and sugar, followed by
bananas, flowers and vegetables.

The Land of the Amerindians
More than half of the country’s population is made up of
an indigenous people called the Amerindians – a much
higher percentage than any other country on the
continent. The remaining population is made up of
Latinos or individuals of Spanish and Amerindian descent.
Amerindians have brown skin and straight hair. Although
Amerindian women at the market
Amerindians are greater in number, from a socio-economic
perspective, the Latinos live better quality lives.
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Human Rights for the Disabled

Indians, Amerindians and Indigenous People
When Italian explorer Christopher Columbus first discovered
the American Continent, he thought he had landed in India.
That is why the people were initially called Indian or Amerindian.
Today they are called American Indians in order to differentiate
them from Indians in India. American Indians on the continent
were subject to abuse and forced labor and were stripped of
their land and possessions by European settlers. Many American
Indians lost their lives due to contagious diseases brought in
by the settlers.
Portrait of an American Indian

Inequality

All human beings have an innate right to equality. In reality, however, not all human
beings are treated equally. There are several forms of inequality, including inequality
of race, gender, economic status, education and disability. Such forms of inequality
eventually lead to unequal opportunities and distribution of wealth. The consequences
of inequality can be treated only when people recognize that all human beings are
important and have the right to be treated equally.

Human Rights
The term, ‘human rights’ refers to the rights of every human
being. According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly, all human
beings are born free and equal in rights, and no individual can
take away another’s rights. We must value our own human rights,
but we must also help protect the human rights of other people.
United Nations Commission
for Human Rights

Often, disabled people are not given equal opportunity to exercise
their rights, because they are a social minority. Our consideration
can increase the quality of life for these individuals. For instance,
we can install wheelchair escalators instead of stairs, and on the
road, Braille signs and crosswalks with sound, for the blind.
A society that respects human rights, is one in which people are
considerate and care for each other.

Migrant Workers in South Korea

Migrant workers in South Korea

Recently, more foreigners have entered South Korea as migrant workers. However, many of
these migrant workers are treated unfairly and their human rights violated. They labor in poor
conditions, receive unfair pay and are experiencing abuse of many forms. It is wrong to treat
them differently because the color of their skin may be different, or their language or culture.
Once we take off our glasses of prejudice, we realize we are all human. Do you have a friend
who is a foreigner?

Let’s Talk
Let’s make our neighborhood friendly to people with disability.
1. Imagine that you are blind and in a wheelchair.
Now go about your neighborhood and take notes
of the inconveniences you would experience.
2. Take photos of inconvenient situations and jot them in your
notebook: e.g. the inconvenience of steps and stairs, and the
danger of crosswalks without sound indicators.
3. Write to the local government office or City Hall
to let them know some of these problem areas.

