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One winter morning, Florica’s family
walked down the stairs of their apartment
on the outskirts of Bucharest in Romania.
The parents walked towards a *collective farm.
Florica and her brother headed for a *ration office.
Until recently, Florica’s father was a doctor,
but the state forced him to close his hospital
and made him work on a collective farm.
*A collective farm is land owned by the state where citizens work for low wages.
*A ration office is an organization that distributes food and basic necessities to citizens.

There was a long line of people waiting for food
in front of the ration office. Florica’s brother said,
“What if we wait and wait and get nothing again?”

They counted the people in the line.
Twenty… Nine… Six…

“Let’s wait and see,” she replied, but she was worried.

There were only a few people left

There was not enough food left at home.

when the workers closed the doors.

Florica walked away with her brother.
“How did they run out of groceries so soon?”
She saw three small children with their mother.
The kids were pleading, “Mom, I’m hungry!”
This was Maria and her children
who had moved next door to Florica’s family.
Florica gave Maria a friendly nod,
but she coldly turned her head.

At the dinner table, Florica mentioned Maria.
“Maria is strange. She ignored my greeting.”
Florica’s mother said, “I feel sorry for her.
People say her husband did something
that was forbidden by the state.
One of the neighbors reported it
to the *secret police who took him away.
Maria’s husband died.”
Florica shuddered at the horrible story.
*Secret police are a police agency typically found in socialist countries.
They operate secretly and are dispatched to monitor opposition from citizens.

The next morning, Florica and her brother
went very early to the ration office.
Finally, it was their turn to get food.
Florica carried a bag of flour and a bag of sugar.
Her brother had a box of eggs, a loaf and margarine.
As they walked away, they heard the door close
and heard the angry shouts of the people in line.

Florica walked quickly with her brother
down a small alley near their building.
She met Maria and her children on their way
to the ration office. Florica said to her,
“Don’t go there. They have no food left.”
When they heard that, Maria’s kids cried.
They sounded weaker than yesterday.
Florica handed her food to Maria.
“Take this, and give me your ration coupon.”
Startled, Maria said, “Oh no! You shouldn’t!
What if you can’t get food tomorrow?”
But she was already in tears.

Dictator Nicolae Ceausescu, in the name of socialism, transferred all private ownership to state ownership and citizens were
subjected to forced labor. As citizens began to lose the will and motivation to work, food supplies declined drastically.
Discontentment began to rise among citizens and soon secret police were busy arresting those who expressed their opposition
to the state. Eventually all religious activities were prohibited and Ceausescu’s dictatorship became harder.

Fortunately, Florica’s parents did not scold her.
They told her they were proud of her
for helping a neighbor and her children.
After dinner, all the family sneaked out
to go to an underground church.
The state forbad people to attend church
but the family would not give up their faith.
Inside the church, Florica prayed a long prayer.
She prayed for her family, Maria and the children.

A few days later,
there was a loud banging on the door.
It was Maria, out of breath from running.
“Go hide! Quickly!” Maria said.
Florica’s mother was confused,
not knowing what was happening.
Maria said, “Secret police are snooping
to find out who is going to church.
Everyone knows you go to church.
The police will figure it out!”

They saw from the window,
two strange men walking up the alley.
Maria said to Florica’s parents,
“You must go or they will take you away!”
Florica’s father said, “If we run away,
we put our children in danger.”
“Don’t worry about them,” said Maria.
“I will take good care of them.”
Then Maria held the hands of Florica and her brother.
Florica had to do something,
she pulled away and ran down the stairs.

Out on the street, Florica picked up a big stone
and hid behind a tree. “Please!” she whispered,
then she threw the stone at the street lamp
in front of the house. Crack! The lamp broke
and the street was plunged into blackness.
Her parents sneaked out of the house,
without being seen.

Florica and her brother did not see
their parents for a long, long time.
The Romanian people who had lost freedom
just like Florica’s family, wanted change.
They fought against the state to create a new world.

As Nicolae Ceausescu’s dictatorship became stronger and harsher, opposition to his dictatorship and to socialism
began to rise throughout Romania. Demonstrations and growing opposition led to the 1989 Romanian Revolution.

Time passed slowly.
Florica and her brother went to school,
played and did house chores together.
Maria took good care of them, although she was still poor.
Nobody complained about anything
and they depended on each other.
When the next winter approached,
Florica received a letter from her parents.
They said they would soon be with them.

Florica and her brother developed a new habit.
They sat on the staircase of the apartments
and counted the people on the street.
One… Five…
Snow started falling.
Eleven… Twenty…
“Florica!” her brother cried.
“I hear more footsteps.”
“I hear it too!” she said.
“It sounds like two people!”

Twenty-one…
Twenty-two…
They were a family again!

On December 25, 1989, the people overturned the regime, eliminating collective farms,
ration offices and secret police agents. The people regained their long-awaited freedom.
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Poland

I lived at a time when my country was governed
by a dictatorship under a socialist economic system. The people of Romania
were under surveillance in every area of life, including employment,
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instead imprisoned people, stealing away our freedom and prosperity.
Every Romanian wrestled hard in order to break free from this imprisonment.
Finally, we saw the freedom we’d dreamed of.
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Today, Romania competes and develops alongside other developing countries.
We will never forget the importance of personal freedom and happiness.
Area: 237,500 km2

Sincerely,

Capital: Bucharest

Florica

Major Language: Romanian

Romania is in south eastern western Europe with the
Danube River flowing through the beautiful capital city of
Bucharest. Romania means ‘Land of the Romans,’ reflecting
its long history under the Roman Empire.

Hope of liberation As a result of the heavy influence of
the former Soviet Union, Romania came under a socialist
economic system and was ruled by a dictatorship for
decades. Under Nicolae Ceausescu, freedom was stripped
away from the people, causing disorder and leaving the
people in poverty. In 1989, the people of Romania overthrew
the regime, ending the dictatorship.

The Economy of Romania The economy of Romania

began to develop rapidly following liberation. Romania is
surrounded by vast forests that produce lumber, the country’s top export. The country is also rich in
natural resources including coal, oil and natural gas. Both the agricultural and fishing industries have
been a part of Romania’s economic history.
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r country?
What is the economic system of you

The Danube River The Danube River is the second longest river in
Europe, flowing from Germany through several countries, including
Austria, Hungary, Serbia, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Romania. The valleys
of the Danube produce grains, and its waters are home to schools of
sturgeon – which is another export good. The Danube River plays a
significant role in the economic development of Romania.
Farmers in Romania ▶

ABOUT THE COUNTRY

Florica’sHomeland: ROMANIA

Socialism and the People

The Capitalist Economic System

Every society has some established system to regulate
economic issues. These systems are called economic
systems. Under a socialist economic system, the
government reserves all authority to control and direct
the economy of the country, while under a capitalist
economic system, the direction of economy is dependent
upon the people’s economic activities.

Under a capitalist economic system, the people are entitled to
accumulate wealth earned through personal labor. They are given
the freedom to choose a career and use their earnings however they
desire. Individuals and companies compete to increase returns. The
government is responsible for establishing systems that serve to
protect economic activities, improve working conditions and provide
for those with less competitive power. At times, however, high
competition can bring out the cruel nature of people, and rapid
change brings about psychological instability. An unfortunate
weakness of a capitalist economic system, is that it instills the
unhealthy attitude that money and materials are best.

The Socialist Economic System
The main goal of a socialist economic system is to
▲The first socialist country, the former Soviet Union
eliminate the gap between the rich and the poor and
ensure equal quality of life for all. As a result, no individual is given the opportunity to possess private
property – all is public. This public property is equally distributed by the government.

The Weakness of a Socialist Economic System

▲Receiving food rations

All economic systems have weaknesses. The main weakness of a socialist economic system is that freedom and opportunities are not granted.
Following a socialist economic system, the Romanian government took
away land belonging to farmers, turned them into collective farms and
forced individuals to work on the land. The people had to work in whatever
way the government decided, without consideration for individual skills
or desires. They survived with government ‘food rations.’ The people
lost hope and the zeal to work, because no matter how hard they
worked, the accumulated wealth did not belong to them. As a result, the
economy slowed. As complaints surfaced, the government sent out
‘secret police’ to monitor those who spoke out against socialism.
Religious activities were also prohibited.

ABOUT THE ECONOMY

ABOUT THE ECONOMY

What is an economic system?

▲An industrial complex in Gaeseong jointly
run by North Korea and South Korea

The Economic System of South Korea
South Korea is governed under a capitalist economic system. You earn as much as you work, and are
given responsibility over the quality of your life. On the other hand, North Korea is under a socialist
economic system. Today, North Korea is slowly moving away from a strictly socialist economic system,
accepting the strengths of capitalism, resulting in the building of the North-South Korea factory in
Gaeseong.
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