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big & SMALL

<탄탄 세계어린이 경제마을>은 세계 각국의 문화와 역사, 삶의 이야기를 담고 있는
경제 동화입니다. 어린이들에게 경제와 윤리에 대한 새로운 가치관을 심어 주며,
보다 넓고 큰 비전을 가지고 미래를 향해 나아가게 해 줄 것입니다.

글 김세실

대학과 대학원에서 아동 임상 심리학을 공부했으며, 오랫동안 그림책 기획자이자 작가로 활동하고 있습니다.
그동안 지은 책으로는 <아기 구름 울보>, <생강 빵 아이>, <달나라 방앗간> 등이 있습니다.

My Daddy Is a Miner - South Africa

그림 산드라 푸아로트

프랑스에서 태어났고 스트라스부르스에서 장식 미술을 공부하였습니다.
아프리카에서 이 년간 살며 그림을 그렸던 경험이 이번 작품에 큰 도움이 되었습니다.
캐릭터들의 감정을 적절히 표현하고, 아프리카의 풍부한 색감을 살리는 동시에 콜라주 기법으로
단순성을 표현하는 데 역점을 두었습니다. 그동안 그린 책들로는 <알파벳 마을의 칠면조>, <아빠> 등이 있습니다.
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My name is Tanti.
I live in *Soweto, a township
close to the big city of Johannesburg.
*Soweto is an urban area of Johannesburg, where the native people
who worked in the gold mines, lived. When white people ruled South Africa,
native Africans were evicted from cities according to apartheid,
a segregationist policy, and sent to live in separate townships like Soweto.

My mother says that no matter how hard she tries,
she cannot wash the clothes free of dark stains.
In our town, all the fathers work in the gold *mines,
and clothes stained black in the mines
don’t come clean in the wash.
*Mines are underground places where useful resources
like coal, metals and precious gemstones are found.

My father is one of those miners.
Early in the morning, at first light,
my father and all the other men
get into the back of rickety trucks
and go off to work in the mines.

When I was younger,
I asked my dad questions about his job.
“Dad, what does a mine look like?
What do you do all day in the mine?”

My father answered me:
“The mine where I work is in a mountain.
On the side of the mountain are tracks
like railroad tracks. They go up the side
and then into the entrance of the mine.
We are on wagons on a mine tram
that takes us into the mine shaft,
down, down, deep into the ground.”

A mine shaft is a tunnel giving access to an underground mine.
Through this tunnel, miners can get inside the mine to dig out
resources. Tracks are laid in the mine shaft and a mine tram
carries miners and the mineral products.

Dad said, “I dig out gold in the mine.
Actually, I dig rocks containing gold.
I plough the gold mine like a farmer
who plough the land.”

Miners ride the mine trams into the pit. They collect the rocks,
load them into the tram and then send them back outside.
The rocks are crushed and the gold extracted. The crushed rocks
are then discarded and the gold is sent away for commercial use.

I said, “You dig out gold!
Dad, you must be very rich!
I want to be a miner like you
when I grow up!”
My father just smiled
and said nothing.

Now I know that riding the mine tram
is not like riding on a fun train,
and the gold my father digs
is owned by someone else.

Last year a very sad thing happened
to my friend Julian and his family.
The shaft collapsed and Julian’s father
was trapped inside the mine.
He waited for rescuers to free him
but they couldn’t make it and he died.

Mines affect the environment. Taking out large amounts of underground material
can make the mines dangerous and unstable. Also, the miners and people in the area,
can suffer breathing problems from the gases and dust released in the air.

At his father’s funeral, Julian told me
he would never be a miner.

Julian and I are really into soccer these days.
Our ball is old and flat but it is a real ball
and not a can or a plastic bottle.
We kick the ball around an empty lot
and think we own the whole world.
Julian says he will be a soccer player
when he grows up.

My father asks me a question,
“Tanti, do you still want to be a miner?
Or do you want to play soccer like Julian?”

I tell him, “Dad, it doesn’t matter
if I’m a miner or a soccer player.
I want to be a man who works hard
and provides for his family, just like you.”
But this is only half true.
How can I tell him how I feel?

It is midday and the sun blazes overhead
while my father works in the dark and cold.
I kick my flat soccer ball around the lot
and wait for my father to return safely.

ABOUT THE STORY

ABOUT THE COUNTRY

Digging Treasure and Tears

SOUTH AFRICA: Tanti’s Homeland
South Africa can be divided into four terrains: grasslands, deserts, mountainous
land and coastlands. Only one third of South Africa is suitable for farming.

Hello Boys and Girls,
I am Tanti from Soweto near Johannesburg.
This story is based on actual events that occurred
in South Africa in the 1980s. Word got out
that there were rich resources of gold and diamonds
in our country and mining boomed at this time.
The mines were owned by rich foreigners,
and the Africans, to whom the country belonged,
were forced to labor in dangerous conditions.
My father was a miner in a big gold mine.
I didn’t know how hard his job was
until Julian’s father died in the mine.
Today South Africa is heading towards freedom, peace
and new development. We owe this to the endurance
of people like my hard-working father.
Sincerely,
Tanti

Towards Independence
In 1488 a group of Portuguese sailors discovered the Cape of Good Hope in South
Africa. Europeans soon flooded the country. Though South African gained
independence from British rule in 1961, it remained under heavy Caucasian presence.
The 1994 election of South Africa’s first black president Nelson Mandela, put an end
to Caucasian rule.
Area: 1,219,912km2
Capital: Pretoria
Major Languages: English,
Afrikaans, Swahili

The Economy of South Africa
The export of underground resources is the driving force of the economy of South
Africa. At one point, more than half of the world’s gold supply came from South
Africa. Its magnesium, uranium and diamond productions rank among the top five
in the world.

Johannesburg: City of Gold
Let’s Think
What underground resources does your country possess?
What are some of the social and environmental
consequences of mining?
How are abandoned mines being used?

The city of Johannesburg developed rapidly with the discovery of rich gold mines
in 1886. Individuals from different parts of Africa and Europe came into the city
with dreams of striking gold, naturally making Johannesburg the center of mining,
industrial activity and heavy traffic. Until the abolition of the apartheid policy which
advocated racial discrimination, black people had to live in townships like Soweto.
Johannesburg, the economic center of South Africa
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What is Mining?

Conservation of Underground Resources

Mining is the process of extracting valuable minerals from underground
and transporting them to factories for processing. Materials recovered
by mining include metals such as iron, copper and gold, non-metals such
as diamonds and emeralds, and natural energy resources such as coal
and petroleum. From ancient times, people have dug up rocks and
minerals to meet daily needs.

Mines were once considered inexhaustible fountains of wealth,
but on the contrary, underground resources are limited and
once pillages, mines are no longer fertile. They are not like trees
that can be planted again, or water that can be pumped from
underground. The earth’s supply of underground resources is
limited. It is necessary to remember this and conserve supplies.

Minerals Found in South Korea
South Korea is so rich in minerals that it is referred to as a “Gallery of
Minerals.” However, very few of the minerals have great monetary value,
and those that are valuable are limited in supply. The Korean peninsula is
rich in iron ore but most of this is found in North Korea. Iron ore mines in
South Korea are located in Hongcheon and Chungju, but since supplies are
limited, iron ore is imported from Brazil, Australia, India and other countries.
Natural materials more abundant in South Korea, are limestone and graphite.
Minerals used in the production of goods are called “raw materials.”

Abandoned Mines in South Korea

Miners laboring
in poor working conditions

Coal Museum located on Taebaek City, South Korea

Mines that are left completely exhausted of all minerals, are called abandoned mines. For cities dependent on mining,
economic development halts when the mines are exhausted. Recently, the use had been found for abandoned mines.
Mines in Taebaek City, once the core of anthracite mining, have become a Coal Museum that attracts visitors daily.
Other abandoned mines are used to grow mushrooms and bring profitable returns.

Consequences of Mining

Underground mining area

Mining has serious environmental consequences. In the process of
digging up underground minerals, the land is made weak and underground
water reservoirs are polluted. Pollutant such as acid that is used in mining,
also cause pollution to the soil. The crushed rock from which minerals
are extracted, is dumped as “tailings” and can cause further pollution.
Air and dust pollution in mines, endanger the health of miners and have
serious long term effects.

Let’s Talk!
Share your thoughts on mines and mining.
1. What is mining?
2. What are some difficulties that miners face?
3. What can we do to help conserve underground
resources?
4. What are some ways to utilize abandoned mines?

