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글 김란주

동덕여대에서 문예 창작을 공부하였으며, 어린이 책 기획 모임‘벼릿줄’ 에서 기획 및 집필 활동을 하고 있습니다.

지은 책으로는 <꼭 끌어안기>, <썩었다고? 아냐, 아냐!> 등이 있고, 어린이 애니메이션 <환타루>의시나리오를 썼습니다.

그림 크리스티나 스워너

미국 시카고에서 태어났으며, 로드 아일랜드 디자인 학교를 졸업했습니다. 

지금까지 많은 그림책들의 그림을 어린이들의 꿈처럼 환상적인 화풍으로 그려 내었습니다. 

2006년에는 코레트 국제 도서상을 수상했고, 2008년에는 시드니 테일러 도서상 금상을 수상했습니다.

<탄탄세계어린이경제마을>은 세계 각국의 문화와 역사, 삶의 이야기를 담고 있는　

경제 동화입니다. 어린이들에게 경제와 윤리에 대한 새로운 가치관을 심어 주며, 

보다 넓고 큰 비전을 가지고 미래를 향해 나아가게 해 줄 것입니다.　
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My name is Miguel and I live in Argentina. 
Would you like to hear about my day?   
I am always eager for a new day to begin. 
Right now, the sun is lifting the fog   
that covers the prairie of La Pampa,   
and I am dressed and ready.





 

* A gaucho is someone who lives in the pampas regions of Argentina. 
  Since many of them herd cows, this word also means cowboy. 
  They wear large-brimmed hats, capes called ponchos, and ride horses  
  to move the herds from place to place.

My father and brother are responsible for herding   
hundreds of cows and taking them to new pasture.  
Usually Father rides in the front, while my brother    
rides at the back, swinging his whip.      
    
Grandpa used to ride with them, but now he stands 
beside me and watches with a big smile.  
The men in our family have been *gauchos  
who have herded cattle for generations.  
I want to be a true gaucho like Grandpa,  
my father and my brother. 



  

Today is the start of school vacation.   
I’ve been begging my grandpa to let me help 
and he has given me a calf I’ve called Ariel.    
“When you know how to take care of a calf   
you can look after a grown cow.   
This will train you to be a true gaucho.”   
   
I jump on my pony and drive Ariel  
out to the great plains covered in grass.  
As I leave, my mother calls to me,    
“Don’t go too far, and be back by sunset.”



 

When we reach the prairie,   
Ariel kicks up her heels and runs.   
She gets caught in a thorn bush   
and she tries to chase a *rhea.   
The rhea runs to get away from her 
but finally, it turns and charges   
with wild eyes and sharp beak.   
Ariel steps back, very surprised,   
then she runs away. 

*A rhea is like an ostrich but much smaller. 
  Rheas live on the pampas. 







 

I lead Ariel to a tree, and sit in the shade,  
eating the *empanadas my mother packed.  
Ariel is happy to continue eating grass.     
    
I can see in the distance, some cattle grazing.  
Pampas cows are not locked in barns.  
They graze outside on fresh grass    
and that makes them healthy and strong.      
   
The cows I can see are probably those  
that my father and brother took out this morning.

*Empanadas are pies stuffed with meat, olives, raisins, egg and spices. 

Grazing pasture is land covered with grasses, where livestock such as cows and 
sheep freely roam. They eat as much fresh grass as they want, enjoy sufficient 
exercise, fresh air and sunshine, and so grow into healthy animals.





                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
   

I help Grandpa to tan a cow-hide that will become leather.   
I realize how cows are useful to people in so many ways.   
They not only give us milk, but also meat and leather.   
Grandpa says, “Look at the time! Miguel, get some charcoal!” 
    
I say, “Oh Grandpa! We are having *asado tonight!  
Asado is my favorite meal!”

 *Asado is beef ribs grilled on an outside wood fire.  
   Gauchos have been preparing this special meal for many generations.







 
 
  

Evening has come to the pampas  
and our day has almost ended.  
The gauchos have finished their asado  
and are passing around *mate tea.   
They talk about their day, and so do I.  
I tell them how I was ashamed to lose Ariel  
and they tell me that to become a true gaucho 
we have to learn from our mistakes.

*Mate tea is made from young leaves of the Yerba tree. It is slightly bitter 
 and it very healthy, although if you drink too much it will stain your teeth. 
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Hello Boys and Girls, 
    
I am Miguel and I live on a big ranch on the Pampas  
of Argentina. Our family of gauchos herds cows. 
I want to be a gaucho too, like my grandpa, father  
and brother, but being a gaucho is hard work. 
It is difficult to look after one calf.  
Imagine how difficult it is to look after hundreds  
of cows roaming on pasture. 
If we become lazy, a cow may get sick, or lost, or hurt  
by a wild animal. We not only herd cows, we look after 
them as their friends, minders and doctors. 
I will become a gaucho one day and herd cows  
on the vast Pampa plains. 
    
Sincerely, 
Miguel 

What do people in the livestock industry do? 
What different types of livestock industry are there,  
and what industries are associated with them? 
What regions in your country have livestock industry?

Argentina is located at the end of South America. It is the 8th largest country  
in the world, and South America’s second largest country after Brazil. It lies  
between the Andes mountain range in the west and south, and the Atlantic  
Ocean in the east and south. It borders Bolivia and Paraguay to the north,  
Brazil and Uruguay to the east, and Chile to the west. The name Argentina  
means “silver.”

Area: 2,780,092 km2 
Capital: Buenos Aires 
Major Language: Spanish

Central Argentina has fertile plains called the “pampas” which stretch towards  
the horizon like a sea. The word “pampa” means flat land in the native language. 
The pampas takes up about one fifth of Argentina’s surface area, and the warm  
climate allows agriculture and livestock to flourish.

Argentina is largely an agricultural nation. The land is rich and fertile and is  
perfect for raising cattle, which means that the livestock and dairy industry is  
highly developed. Argentina is also South America’s leading petroleum producer.

While herdsmen from the United States are called cowboys, herdsmen from  
Argentina are called gauchos. Gauchos ride horses, herd cattle, tame wild horses,  
and have great pampas knowledge about weather and grass growth. They can  
even estimate the number of cows by listening to the hoofbeats. They cook their  
meat in a wood and charcoal fire, and “asado” has become Argentina’s traditional 
food. Traditional herdsmen or gauchos
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The livestock industry consists of raising animals such as cows,  
pigs, sheep and goats, and processing their different products.  
This industry produces meat, leather, fur and other things. The  
dairy product industry is part of the livestock industry, a business 
where people get milk from cows and process it to make butter,  
cheese and other products.

There are several ways of raising livestock. They may be let loose  
in the wide grazing land, to freely roam as on the pampas.  
Nomadic peoples living in drier countries, will scout the land for  
grazing and then herd the livestock to that place. In mountainous 
regions, herds may be let loose in the mountains to graze in  
summer, and brought down to barns and fed hay and grain in  
winter. In other places, the animals are kept in fenced fields or  
in barns, all year.

First, the temperature must be warm to promote grass growth and animal  
well-being. When animals are raised in great numbers, temperature affects 
them greatly. They need access to fresh water. Vast grazing land is ideal for 
raising livestock because of the abundance of food. Grass changes with the 
seasons to suit the seasonal needs of cattle.

Enormous numbers of livestock are raised to keep up with the  
demand for meat and dairy products, but the waste and gas from  
animals release huge amounts of methane gas in the air, causing air  
pollution. 18% of greenhouse gases causing global warming, come  
from the livestock industry. There are also opponents of the livestock 
industry who argue that slaughtering animals is abuse. Whether right  
or not, these are issues we should consider.

The regions known for their livestock are Daegwanryeong and Jeju Island. Daegwanryeong is a mountainous region  
in Gangwondo, that is 800 meters above sea level. The climate is cool even in summer and the grassland areas on the  
slight slopes have various livestock ranches. Livestock thrive because of clean air and water and fresh grass. Jeju Island 
is another location where livestock have vast grazing land and a warm climate. Halla Mountain is a place where cattle  
and horses are raised in an area between 200 and 600 meters above sea level.

Let’s look closely at the livestock industry. 
1. Of all the things you eat or possess, which came  
    from the livestock industry? 
2. Research ranches through the Internet or books  
    and find out more about them. 
3. Express your opinions on the problems  
    with the livestock industry. 
4. Visit a ranch in your country. Make plans for a family trip.

Cattle in the pampas

A cow milking shed

A pasture in Halla mountain






