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글 조은정

성균관대학교에서 아동학을, 전주교대에서 초등교육학을 전공하였습니다. 현재 초등학교 교사이며

아이들을 위해 좋은 글을 쓰고 있습니다. 지은 책으로는 <두릉마을 168번지>, <수염 할아버지의 작은 탁자> 등이 있습니다.

그림 정지현

현재 프뢰벨그림동화연구소에서 프리랜서로 일하고 있으며, 그린 책으로는 <피노키오>, 

<올챙이와 개구리> 등이 있습니다. 작품마다 그림 안에서 어린이들과 즐거운 여행을 떠나고 있습니다.

<탄탄세계어린이경제마을>은세계각국의문화와역사, 삶의이야기를담고있는�

경제동화입니다. 어린이들에게경제와윤리에대한새로운가치관을심어주며, 

보다넓고큰비전을가지고미래를향해나아가게해줄것입니다.�
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Dawn comes to Thailand, and the sun 
bathes the temples in a golden glow, 
while the river glitters with light.   
Bangkok’s floating market gets ready 
for a busy new day.      
    
Chai wakes up, rubbing his eyes.   
His mother and sister are already up,  
preparing for the market.



A floating market sells many things,   
one vendor sells hats, another, shoes.   
Chai’s mother sells bowls of noodle soup.      
    
“Give me a bowl of noodle soup,” says a customer. 
   
“Coming right away,” she says.      
    
It is Chai’s job to deliver it in his bucket boat.   
He goes so fast in his little boat   
that he sometimes startles people.

Thailand’s floating markets open along the river from early morning to noon. 
Markets are places where sellers offer goods or services in exchange for money 
from buyer. The prices of goods are establishedbetween sellers and buyers.



                                                                                                          

                                                                                              

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                   

                                                                                                          

Chai has a reputation for mischief. 
As the morning orders for food slow down, 
he gets bored and races around, 
having fun in his fast little bucket boat. 
He gets the other boats in a tangle.   

He spread grains of rice on the water 
and the catfish come, fighting for food. 
The boats roll from side to side. 
People are not happy with Chai. 
They shake their heads at him. 



One day, it rains so hard,   
that the boat people rush for shelter. 
Chai goes under a bridge to stay dry,  
but he is not the only one there.   
Under the bridge is a wet black cat.



Chai caught a cold that day   
and stayed home until he was well.   
When he returned to the market,   
everyone was talking about a black cat.   
They said the black cat was a thief,   
stealing things when no one was looking. 
Chai thought about the black cat he saw   
on the rainy day under the bridge.



 
   

Suddenly a woman yelled, “The cat thief!”   
It was the same black cat.   
It had tried to steal the woman’s *pha sin   
and now it was bounding from boat to boat 
trying to escape the angry people. 

*Pha sin is the traditional lower garment for women of Thailand.



 

Chai chased the cat because he was curious   
to see where it would go,   
but it was hard to follow such a sly animal.   
The cat looked around for a second   
and then bounded into a small, narrow canal.



                                                                                                               
                                                                                                         
 
                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                             

The next day at the floating market, 
Chai saw the black cat steal a hat  
from another of the boats. 
It quickly ran away. 
But it came back the next day,   
and the day after that. 

“Catch that thief cat!” called a man. 
“He took one of my yams!” 
    
“He took one of my fish!” said a woman. 
“That cat is ruining our business! 
We need to catch that cat!”



“I know where the cat lives,” said Chai.   
“Over there in that little narrow canal.”      
   
The people looked at each other.   
The canal was very small.   
Then they looked at Chai.   
Could he get in there  with his little bucket boat?” 
   
“I don’t know, but I’ll try,” Chai told them.



Chai rowed his little bucket boat   
into the darkness of the small canal.   
He was frightened but he kept going, 
on and on, with the dark walls   
closing in around him.



When he neared the end of the canal,   
he glimpsed something shining in the dark. 
What was it? It was hard to see!   
Then something moved  
and he realized he was looking  
at the black cat thief.



As his eyes became used to the dark,   
he saw on a rocky ledge,   
three kittens next to the black cat.   
One kitten was playing with some yarn. 
Another was lying fast asleep.   
The third was with its mother,  
staring at Chai.       
   
Chai stared back  
and felt a softness inside him.



Chai paddled out of the narrow canal 
and told the people about the kittens. 
“That is why the cat has been stealing.” 
   
Everyone nodded. Now they understood. 

 After that, no one called the cat a thief. 
They even gave food to Chai, 
and he paddled in his bucket boat            
to give it to the cat and kittens.



Thailand is a country with a lot of water.  
There are many floating markets  
selling  shoes, clothing, vegetables and fruit. 
It is here that Chai starts his morning,   
rowing his little bucket boat   
among warm-hearted friends.
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Once upon a Water Market

Let’s Think

THAILAND: Chai’s Homeland

Elephants - a Symbol of Thailand

The Economy of Thailand

The Water Markets of Thailand

Hello Boys and Girls, 
   
I am Chai from Thailand. I live on a house built  
over water. It stays really cool inside. 
I enjoy playing at the water market. 
You can find nearly everything from fruit to fish,  
eggs, clothes hats, shoes and vegetables. 
Do you have markets in your country? 
I wonder what the world would be like if people  
did not have markets. We would have to grow  
and make everything ourselves.  
I’m glad we have water markets. 
They are so much fun. 
   
Sincerely, 
Chai 

What is a market and what makes it significant? 
What are the different types of markets? 
How have markets changed over the years?

Thailand is near the center of Southeast Asia. About 28% of the land is in natural  
forest, while 41% is farmland. Thailand is a tropical country and remains warm 
throughout the year. The name Thailand was derived from the word thai  
meaning “free” in the Thai language.

Thai elephants are well known for their obedience to their mahouts or handlers. 
The elephant, which is a symbol of honor, courage and dignity, was commonly  
used as a market animal. As a symbol of kingship, elephants pulled the royal  
coach long ago. Thai elephants are smart and are used to hard work, especially  
in the logging industry.

Nearly 70% of the population is involved in farming. 
More than half of Thailand’s total exports, is  
agricultural goods. Its major agricultural product 
is rice. Thailand is a beautiful country, and its  
tourism industry is huge.

As country with many bodies of water, houses are built on stilts over water and  
markets take place on water. Long boats float on narrow waterways, selling goods 
including vegetables, fruits, meat, fish and flowers. The number of water markets in 
Thailand has diminished over the years, with the construction of shopping malls  
and supermarkets, but they are still a major tourist attraction.

Area: 513,115 km2 
Capital: Bangkok 
Major Language: Thai

An Elephant in Thailand
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What is a Market?

The Significance of Markets

Different Types of Markets

Markets Today

The Market Place in South Korea

Let’s Talk!

A market is a place where goods are bought and sold. A wide 
variety of goods are available at the market, making it  
possible for buyers to compare goods from different stalls,  
and buy at reasonable prices. You can find virtually anything  
at the market. Buyers do not have to go very far to find what 
they are looking for.

A market is a place where buyers and sellers come together. 
Buyers can choose from a range of goods offered by sellers, 
they can compare quality, and they can negotiate the price  
with a seller. The market is a place where goods are bought  
and sold to everyone’s advantage.

The types of markets vary according to the line of goods available.  
For example, a wide variety of fruit and vegetables are available at produce 
markets; fish and clams at seafood markets; pork and chicken at meat  
markets; herbs at medicine markets.

The marketplace has changed over the years. Normally,  
buyers travelled to the market to make a purchase, but now 
consumers can order goods online or over the telephone.  
Such orders are often paid by credit card and are referred  
to as “mail orders.”

Long ago in South Korea, the market was a meeting place  
for locals to exchange goods and information, and to meet 
people. Markets like this still exist in some places. Opening 
hours and days vary from market to market. In Korea there 
has been a long history of markets that open every three  
days or every five days.

Where are markets located? 
1. Where large crowds of people come and go. 
2. Where it is convenient to move and deliver loads. 
3. Where transport is convenient.

Water market in Thailand

Herbal medicine market

The Moran market in South Korea








